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Apstrakt:

Rad je posvecen slikanoj keramici
sa podru¢ja Municipija S..., rimskog grada
neizvesnog imena koji se nalazio na prostoru
danasnjeg sela Komini u neposrednoj blizini
Pljevalja. Slikane keramicke posude otkrivene
su prilikom istrazivanja antickih nekropola ovog
grada krajem Sezdesetih i tokom prve polovine
sedamdesetih godina proslog veka, kao i tokom
nedavnih istrazivanja u istocnom delu antickog
naselja na potesu Grad. Slikane keramicke
posude u najvecem broju su do sada otkrivene
u okviru grobova kremiranih pokojnika na
mladoj kominskoj nekropoli, u naucnoj literaturi
dobro poznatoj kao nekropola Il, na kojoj je

1 Rad sa ovom temom predstavljen je na 27th Congress of
the Rei Cretariae Romanae fautores, Late Roman and Early
Byzantine Pottery: the end or continuity of the Roman produc-
tion, Belgrade, Serbia, September 2010.
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PAINTED POTTERY FROM KOMINI
(MUNICIPIUMS...)*

UDK 738:903(497.16 Komini)

Abstract:

The paper deals with the findings of
painted pottery from Municipium S.... a city of
uncertain name situated at Komini, in the vicinity
of present-day Pljevlja. Painted ceramic vessels
were discovered during the investigation of the
ancient necropolises in the late sixties and
during the first half of the seventies of the last
century, as well as during the recent research in
the eastern part of the ancient settlement on the
site of Grad. Most of them have been discovered
within the graves of cremated deceased in the
younger Komini necropolis, well known in the
scientific literature as Necropolis Il, where
burials took place in the period from the 2nd to

1 The paper has been presented at the 27th Congress of
the Rei Cretariae Romanae fautores, Late Roman and Early
Byzantine Pottery: the end or continuity of the Roman produc-
tion, Belgrade, Serbia, September 2010.
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sahranjivanje vr§eno u razdoblju od 2. do sredine
ili kraja 4. veka. Nalazi slikane keramike poticu
iz grobova koncentrisanih u centralnom delu
nekropole koji su datovani u drugu polovinu 3.
veka, kao i nalaz iz isto¢nog dela naselja. Jedini
nalaz iz groba sa inhumacijom je iz kasnijeg
perioda - prve polovine 4. veka i pripada
zavrs$noj fazi urbanog razvoja Municipijum S...

Kljuéne rec¢i: Municipium S..., Komini,
slikana keramika, nekropola, urbano naselje,
3-4v.
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the middle or end of the 4th century. Graves with
painted pottery are concentrated in its original
central part dated in second half of 3rd century
as well as the find from the eastern part of
settlement. The only find of painted vessel from
the grave with inhumation is from later period -
first half of 4th century, and belongs to the final
phase of urban development of Municipium S...

Keywords: Municipium S..., Komini,
painted pottery, necropolis, urban settlement,
3rd-4th century.
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Arheoloski lokalitet Municipium S., u
Kominima kod Pljevalja (Crna Gora), predmet
je naucnog interesovanja vise od dve stotine
godina. Prvi arheolos$ki i epigrafski podaci o ovom
naselju, jednom od najvaznijih rimskih sredista u
jugoistocnom delu rimske provincije Dalmacije,
prikupljeni su ve¢ krajem 18. veka.? Kominske
nekropole sa nadgrobnim spomenicima (SI. 1,
2) spominje Ser Artur Evans na svom putovanju
kroz Crnu Goru u poslednjim decenijama 19.
veka3, da bi prva istrazivanja usledila nedugo
zatim. Prva iskopavanja na ovom mestu izvrsili
su oficiri austrougarske vojske Franjo lvanovi¢,
Vilim Faltin i Rudolf Langer tokom 1899.i 1906.
godine.*

The archaeological site Municipium S...
situated at Komini by modern Pljevlja (northen
Montenegro) has been matter of scientific
interest for more than two hundred years. The
first arhaeological and epigraphical data of this
settlement, one of the most important Roman
centres in southeast part of Roman province
of Dalmatia, were collected at the end of the
18th century.? Its necropolis with outsatnding
gravestones (Figs.1, 2) were mentioned by Sir
Artur Evans on his voyage through Montenegro
in the final decades of the 19th century?, and first
investigations followed not so long after. The
first excavations of a necropolis were carried
out by the Austrian military officers Franjo
Ivanovié, Vilim Faltin and Rudolf Langer in 1899
and 1906.*

Sl. 1 Rimski nadgrobni cipus iz Komina, 3. vek.
Fig. 1 Roman tombstone - cipus from Komini, 3rd century.

2 Giornale del Viaggio a Costantinopoli fatto dagli Ambas-
ciatori della Repubblica di Ragusa alla Sublime Porta I'anno
1792 (Johann Christian Von Engel, Geschichte der Fraystaa-
tes Ragusa, Wien 1807, 312, see: Cermanovié-Kuzmanovié,
1998, 1; Mirkovi¢, 2013, 61, 62; Pyxuh 2009; Ruzi¢ 2013; Vujo-
vié, Cvijeti¢ 2011; Cvijeti¢ 2011.)

3 Evans, 1885, 1-167.

4 Tlay, 1909, 105, 106, 120.

2 Giornale del Viaggio a Costantinopoli fatto dagli Ambas-
ciatori della Repubblica di Ragusa alla Sublime Porta I'anno
1792 (Johann Christian Von Engel, Geschichte der Fraystaa-
tes Ragusa, Wien 1807, 312, see: Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovic,
1998, 1; Mirkovi¢, 2013, 61, 62; Pyxuh 2009; Ruzi¢ 2013; Vujo-
vi¢, Cvijeti¢ 2011; Cvijeti¢ 2011.)

3 Evans, 1885, 1-167.

4 Tlay, 1909, 105, 106, 120.
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0d Sezdesetih godina 20. veka u
Kominima su tekla sistematska iskopavanja
koja su predvodili profesori D. Srejovi¢ i
A. Cermanovié-Kuzmanovi¢ (Odeljenje za
arheologiju Filozofskog fakulteta Univerziteta
u Beogradu). U tom periodu istrazene su dve
nekropole sa viSe od 700 grobova. Rezultati ovih
sistematskih istrazivanja uputili su na postojanje
dve nekropole: starije (nekropola l), locirane na
Bijelom brdu, i kasnije (nekropola Il) u podnozju.
Starija nekropola (nekropola ) bila je u upotrebi
tokom 1. veka, dok su sahrane na nekropoli Il
obavljane od 2. do 4. veka.*U blizini nekropole,
istrazivanjima je otkriven deo antickih gradskih
zidina koji se nalaze na lokalitetu Grad.

SI. 2 Rimski nadgrobni spomenik iz Komina, 3 vek.
Fig. 2 Roman tombstone from Komini, 3rd century.

ArheoloSka istrazivanja u Kominima
obnovljena su 2007. i 2008. godine kada je
istrazeno podrucje isto¢no od nekropole. Tada
je potvrdeno postojanje gradevina koje se mogu
opredeliti kao ostaci gradskih zidina sa dve kule
oCuvane u temeljima, kao i nekoliko luksuznije
opremljenih zgrada sa hipokaustom i zidnim

5 Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovi¢, Srejovi¢ 1966; Cermanovi¢-
Kuzmanovié 1966; Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovic¢ 1981;
Cermanovié-Kuzmanovi¢ et al. 1972; Cermanovié-
Kuzmanovi¢ 1998; LlepmaHoBuh-Kyamanosuh 2009, 49-69;

RuZi¢ 2009; Ruzi¢ 2013; Cvijeti¢ 2017.

86

Since 1960s, necropolis have been
systematically excavated by professors D.
Srejovi¢ and A. Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovié¢
(Department of Archaeology, Faculty of
Philosophy, University of Belgrade). During
that period two necropolises were explored
with more then 700 graves. Discoveries made
during the research indicated that there were
two necropolises, an older one (Necropolis
) located at the hill of Bijelo brdo and latter
one (Necropolis Il) located on the foot of that
hill. The older necropolis (I) was used durung |
century, while burials on the necropolis Il were
executed from 2nd to 4th century AD.® In the
vicinity of necropolis, investigations uncovered
a part of ancient city walls located on the site
Grad.

Archaeological excavations in Komini
were reestablished in 2007 and 2008 when area
eastern of necropolis was explored confirming
existence of arhitectural structures than can
be identified as the remains of city walls with
two towers and several luxurious buildings, one
with a hypocaust as well as several epigraphic
monuments, one of which represent a dedication
to Silvan one of the favorite deities among the
local population of Municipium S.®

Among various archaeological finds
encovered, the most numerous group represent
pottery, made in some local workshop organized
withn the teritory of Municipium S. In abundance
of various ceramic vessels, moustly localy
produced, recovered from the graves and from
the eastern section of the ancient town, vessels
with painted decoration are of special interest,
both of quality of production and ornamental
motifs.” Material in question originates from
archaeological investigations of Roman
necropolises (Figs. 3-9), actually necropolis I,
explored during campaigns 1964-1976 and from
recent investigations of nearby urban settlement
of Municipium S. (Fig. 10) conducted by authors.

5 Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovié, Srejovi¢ 1966; Cermanovic-
Kuzmanovi¢ 1966; Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovié¢ 1981;
Cermanovié¢-Kuzmanovic et al. 1972; Cermanovic-
Kuzmanovi¢ 1998; LlepmanoBuh-Kyamanosuh 2009, 49-69;
Ruzi¢ 2008; Ruzi¢ 2013; Cvijeti¢ 2017.

6  Pyxwuh 2009; Ruzi¢ 2013; Vujovié, Cvijeti¢ 2011; Cvijeti¢
2011.

7  LepmaHoBuh-KyamaHoBuh 1975.
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slikama u pojedinim prostorijama. Otkriveno
je i nekoliko epigrafskih votivnih spomenika
- zrtvenika, medu kojima i posveta Silvanu,
jednom od omiljenijih boZanstava kod lokalnog
stanovnistva Municipijuma S.°

Medu razlicitim arheoloskim nalazima,
najbrojniju grupu predstavlja keramika, izradena
u nekoj lokalnoj radionici verovatno na samom
podrucju Municipija S.

100000014
RRNEREY

Sl. 3 Slikana posuda i staklena ¢asa iz groba 140.

Fig. 3. Painted vessel and glass cup from Grave
140.

U obilju raznih keramickih posuda
mahom nadenih u grobovima ili u istoénom
delu antickog naselja, posebno se po kvalitetu
izrade i karakteristicnim ukrasnim motivima
istiCu posude sa slikanim ukrasom koje su
rano privukle paznju istraZivaca.” Ove keramicke
posude otkrivene su tokom arheoloskih
istrazivanja nekropole Il (slike 3-9) tokom
kampanja 1964-1976, kao i istraZivanja obliznjeg
gradskog naselja (slika 10) koje su tokom 2007.
i 2008. godine sproveli autori ovog rada. Pojava
slikane keramike povezana je uglavnom sa
sahranjivanjem stanovnika Municipijuma S. na
nekropoli ll, a datira se od druge polovine 2. do
sredine 4. veka.® Sedam od devet pronadenih
posuda nadeno je u grobovima sa kremacijom
(slike 3-8), samo jedna poti¢e iz groba sa

6  Pyxuh 2009; Ruzi¢ 2013; Vujovi¢, Cvijeti¢ 2011; Cvijeti¢
2011.

7  Uepmanosuh-Kyamanosuh 1975.

8 LUepmaHosuh-Kyamanoeuh 1975. takode videti
napomenu 5
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Outcome of painted pottery is connected with
burial of roman town'’s inhabitans on Necropolis
I, later than Necropolis |, and dated from the
second half of the 2nd century to the midd
4th century.® Seven of nine vessels recovered
belonged to the graves with cremation (Figs.
3-8), one to the grave with sceletal remains
(Fig. 9) and one have been found during latest
investigations of roman urban settlement (Fig.
10).
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Sl. 4 Slikana posuda iz groba 141.
Fig. 4 Painted vessel from Grave 141.

All samples of painted pottery from Komini
were made of good quality clay, wheel thrown
and baked white or creamy-yellow. Decoration is
painted in dark-brown colour on the pale ground.
In one case only, ornamentation was made on the
fine white slip (Fig. 5). Characteristic decorative
motifs are moustly geometrical (triangle, net,
rhomb, broken or zig-zag lines). These could
also include the motif of “harring bone” (Fig. 4),
if it is not a reduced representation of a branch
(palm, conifer), which, like a vine with stylized
spiral creases (Fig. 7/1), belong to much rarer,
vegetable ornaments. They are sometimes
supplemented by characteristic symbols
resembling a wheel or the sun (Figs. 4 and 5).
This motives are present on painted pottery
from Late Iron Age Europe.® In comparison with
later graves with inhumation (Grave 209, Fig. 9),

8 LepmanoBuh-Kyamanosuh 1975. see also note 5
9  Cnaguh 2009, 77-102 (with bibliography); Tapavicki-
li¢ 2012, 158.
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ostacima inhumiranog pokojnika (slika 9), a
jedna je pronadena tokom istrazivanja rimskog
urbanog naselja (slika 10).

particular diference has been established in the
ornamentation concept applied on vessels from
older graves with cremation (Grave 140, 141,
143, 150, 185, 191/192, Figs. 3-8).

i

Sl. 5 Slikana posuda iz groba 143.
Fig. 5 Painted vessel from Grave 143.

Sve posude sa slikanim ukrasom iz
Komina radene su na vitlu od kvalitetne gline fine
fakture i imaju belu ili bledo-zutu boju pecenja.
Dekoracija je slikana tamnosmedom bojom na
svetloj podlozi. Samo u jednom slucaju slikani
ukras je izveden na finom slipu bele boje (slika
5). NajviSe su zastupljeni geometrijski motivi
(trougao, mreza, romb, izlomljene i cik-cak
linije). Ovima bi mogao da pripada i motiv “riblje
kosti” (sl. 4 ), ukoliko se ne radi o svedenom
prikazu grane (palma, ¢etinar), koji, poput loze
sa stilizovanim spiralnim vrezama (sl. SI. 7/ 1),
pripadaju znatno redim, vegetabilnim ukrasima.
Oni su ponekad dopunjeni i karakteristicnim
simbolima nalik toc¢ku ili suncu (slike 4 i
5). Navedeni motivi uglavnom su poznati iz
keramickog repertoara na slikanoj grncariji iz
Evrope mladeg gvozdenog doba.® U poredenju
s kasnijim grobovima s inhumacijom (grob 209,

9  Cnapauh 2009, 77-102 (sa navedenom bibliografijom);
Tapavicki-li¢ 2012, 158.
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Pottery with painted ornaments is of
simple shapes, moustly represented with
deep bowls, beakers and cups. Their role in
funerary context is not always the same. Large
deep bowls were predominantly used as urns
(ash containers) and drinking vessels (cups
and beakers) as the grave inventory. Painted
vessels were recovered from graves of different
construction - funerary pits with an urn (ash
container) (Fig. 11, Graves 140, 141, 185), pits
with stone ash-chest (Fig. 11, Graves 143, 150,
191/192) and burial pits with inhumation (Grave
209).1

10 The simplest form is circular pit with an urn in the middle
with stone plate ciovering the urn (Grave 140). The second

type represent circular pit with an urn in the middle with
covering stone plate and stone ring protecting the urn (Grave
141). Third type represent also circular pit but with stone
ash-chest in the middle (Graves 143, 150). Fourth type shows
elliptic pit with two vessels (Grave 185). Last type represent
circular pit with doubble ash-chest in the middle (Grave 191-

192).
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Sl. 6 Slikana posuda iz groba 150.
Fig. 6. Painted vessel from Grave 150.

slika 9), utvrdena je posebna razlika u konceptu
ukrasavanja primijenjenom na posudama iz
starijih grobova sa kremacijom (grob 140, 141,
143,150, 185, 191/192, sl. 3-8).

Keramika sa oslikanim ornamentima
jednostavnih je oblika i mahom predstavljena
dubokim zdelama, lonci¢ima i peharima. Njihova
uloga u pogrebnom ritualu nije uvijek ista. Velike
duboke zdele uglavnom su se koristile kao urne
(recipijenti za pepeo) ili posude za piée kao
inventar grobova. Oslikane posude pronadene
su u grobovima razlicitih konstrukcija: a. jame
sa urnom (posuda za pepeo) (sl. 11, grobovi 140,
141, 185); b. jame sa sanduci¢em za pepeo (sl.
11, grobovi 143, 150, 191, 192); c. grobovi sa
inhumacijom (grob 209).1°

Fragmentovani kréag (ili amfora) sa
geometrijskim ukrasom (slika 10), prema
nasim saznanjima, jedini je takav nalaz iz

10 Najjednostavniji oblik grobova sa kremacijom na
nekropoli Il u Kominima predstavlja kruzna grobna jama sa
kerami¢kom urnom u sredini poklopljenom kamenom plo¢om
(grob 140). Drugi tip je kruzna jama sa kerami¢kom urnom u
sredini poklopljenom i okruZzenom kamenim plo¢ama (grob
141). Treci tip je takode jama kruznog oblika ali sa kamenim
sanduciéem za pepeo u sredini (grobovi 143, 150). Cetvriti tip
predstavljen je elipticnim jamama sa dve keramicke posude
(grob 185). Peti tip karakteriSe kruzna jama sa dvojnim
kamenim sanduci¢em za pepeo u sredini (grobovi 191, 192).
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Sl. 7 Slikana posuda i drugi nalaziiz groba 185.

Fig. 7 Painted vessels and other finds from Grave
185.

The fragmented jug (or amphora) with net-
like decoration (Fig. 10), to our best knowledge
the only find acquired from urban settlement
in Komini. This vessel, similar to the amphora
from the area of the southeastern necropolis in
Doclea', has a lower and upper part painted with
a dark brown inconstant paint, which is made in
two zones on the belly and a decoration in the
form of triangles bordered by four lines. Inside
the triangles in the upper row, short vertical lines
were painted, while in the lower row, appeares
a wavy line or some other ornament that could
not be identified due to damage. A jug from the
ancient settlement in Komini could testify to
the daily use of ceramic pottery with painted
decoration in the Municipium S., but the findings
of several altars' within a kind of sacral space in
the immediate vicinity, however, suggest that the
cult purpose of this court cannot be completely
ruled out. It is similar with finds from Belgrade,
some of which, although found mostly within a
civilian settlement at the foot of the Singidunum
legionary camp, were discovered near the
sanctuary complex with votive monuments
dedicated to Nemesis, Mithras and the Danubian
and Thracian Horsemen.™ It is interesting that

11 Uepmanosuh-Kyamanosuh 1975, T I/ 2.
12 Pyxnh 2009 113-114, cn. 12.
13 bojosuh 1979; Nikoli¢-Dordevié 2000, 163, Tip I1X/12.
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urbanog naselja u Kominima. Ova posuda,
slicno primerku amfore sa prostora jugoistocne
nekropole u Duklji"",ima donji i gornji deo obojen
tamnosmedom nepostojanom bojom kojom je
na trbuhu izveden u dve zone i ukras u vidu
trouglova oivicenih ¢etvorostrukim linijama.
Unutar trouglova u gornjem nizu oslikane su
kratke vertikalne linije dok je u donjem nizu
izgleda bila izvedena talasasta linija ili neki
drugi ornament koji zbog o$tecenja nije moguce
identifikovati.

Sl. 8 Slikana posuda iz groba 191/192.
Fig. 8 Painted vessel from Grave 191/192.

Kréag iz antickog naselja u Kominima
mogao bi da svedoci o svakodnevnoj upotrebi
keramickog posuda sa slikanim ukrasom u
Municipijumu S., ali nalazi zrtvenika' u sklopu
svojevrsnog sakralnog prostora u neposrednoj
blizini, medutim, upucuju da se kultna namena
ovog suda ne moze u potpunosti odbaciti.
Sliéno je i sa pojedinim nalazima iz Beograda
medu kojima su neki, iako nalazeni mahom u
okviru civilnog naselja u blizini legijskog logora
Singidunuma, otkriveni unutar kompleksa
svetiliSta sa zavetnim spomenicima posvecenim

11 UepmaHoBuh-Kyamanosuh 1975, T 1/ 2.
12 Pyxwuh 2009 113-114, cn. 12.
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the ceramic vessels with painted decoration
discovered in the Roman castle in Makljenovac
near Doboj are the most common among the
ceramic finds at this site, as well as the fact that
almost all of them were found in the same room
within the principium of the auxilliary camp.™
At the site of Piatra Craivii in Dacia, ceramic
vessels with painted ornaments were discovered
near the sanctuary.”™

Sl. 9 Slikana posuda iz groba 209.
Fig. 9. Painted vessel from Grave 209.

Graves with painted pottery within the
Necropolis Il in Komini are concetrated in its
original, central part. According to the spacial
distribution of the graves they are dated in the
second half of 3rd century as well as the find
from the eastern part of roman settlement.
Exeptional find of painted vessel from the
grave with inhumation (Grave 209) is from later
period and belongs to the final phase of urban
development of Municipium S. - the first half
of 4th century.

14 Cremosnik 1984, 53; Zigi¢ 2017, 140-143.
15  Berciu, Moga 1976, 78.
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Nemezi, Mitri i Podunavskim konjanicima.™
Interesantno je da su keramicke posude sa
slikanim ukrasom otkrivene u rimskom kastelu u
Makljenovcu kod Doboja najzastupljenije medu
keramickim nalazima na ovom lokalitetu, kao i
to da su gotovo sve nadene unutar principije
logora i to u jednoj istoj prostoriji.' Na lokalitetu
Piatra Craivii u Dakiji, keramicke posude
sa slikanim ukrasom otkrivene su u blizini
svetilista.”™ Grobovi sa oslikanom keramikom
unutar nekropole Il u Kominima koncentrisani
su u njenom srediSnjem delu. Prema polozaju
grobovi su datovani u drugu polovinu 3. veka,
kao i nalaz iz isto¢nog dela rimskog naselja.
Izuzetan nalaz oslikane posude iz groba sa
inhumacijom (grob 209) potice iz kasnijeg
perioda i pripada zavr$noj fazi urbanog razvoja
Municipijuma S. - prvoj polovini 4. veka. Uprkos
Cinjenici da su poreklo i mesto proizvodnje
rimskih slikanih posuda bili predmet radova
nekoliko autora, ovi problemi su uglavnom ostali
nereseni.’ Nedavno izneta pretpostavka da je
Singidunum bio proizvodni i distributivni centar
za ovu vrstu keramike tesko da se moze odrzati
buduéi da za to nema materijalnih dokaza u
otkrivenim grncarskim radionicama ovog vaznog
rimskog urbanog i vojnog sredista.” Sudedi
prema vecoj koncentraciji ovih posuda na tlu
Dalmacije, verovatnije je da bi ovakve radionice
pre mogli da ocekujemo unutar ove provincije.
Da li je proizvodnja ovakvih posuda postojala
u Municipijum S. trebalo bi da pokaZzu rezultati
buducih istrazivanja na ovom mestu.

13 @ojoswh 1979; Nikoli¢-Dordevi¢ 2000, 163, Tip IX/12.
14 Cremosnik 1984, 53; Zigi¢ 2017, 140-143
15  Berciu, Moga 1976, 78.

16 Cremosnik 1961, 190-202; Liepmarosuh-Kysmanosuh
1975; Brukner 1981, 32-33; Cremosnik 1984; Nikoli¢-Dordevié

2005.
17 Zigi¢ 2017.

Despite the fact that the origin and place
of production of painted ceramic Roman vessels
were the subject of works by several authors, the
majority left this problem unsolved.'® The recent
assumption that Singidunum was a production
and distribution center for this type of pottery
can hardly be supported as there is no material
evidence for this in the pottery workshops
discovered at this important Roman urban and
military center.’” However, judging by the higher
concentration of these vessels in the province of
Dalmatia, it seems more probable that one could
expect such workshops within this territory.
Whether the production of such pottery existed
in Municipium S. should be shown by the results
of future research at this site.

SI. 10 Slikani kréag/ amfora iz rimskog naselja
(Iokalitet Grad) u Kominima (Municipium S).

Fig. 10 Painted jug/ amphora from roman
settlement (site Grad) in Komini, Municipium S.

16 Cremosnik 1961, 190-202; LiepmaHosuh-Kysmanosuh
1975; Brukner 1981, 32-33; Cremosnik 1984; Nikoli¢-Dordevié
2005.

17 Zigié 2017.
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mﬂﬂ imM

Sl. 11 Razlicite konstrukcije grobova sa kremacijom iz Komina (Municipium S).
Fig. 11 Various cremation construction burials from Municipium S.
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