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Ancmpakm: AyTtop ce y pagy 6aBu carnefaBarem
HeKMX acnekata OMUIbEHUX OMOpoaaykux boxaHcTaBa
y jyroucToqHoM aujeny nposuHumje [anmaumje, Koja cy
ce kpo3 T13B. interpretatio Romana cuHkpeTuzosana ca
3BaHWYHUM HOXAHCTBMMA FPYKO-PUMCKOr NaHTEOHa, npe-
Y3€BLUM HWXOBY MKOHOrpadujy n uMeHa. MocebHa nax-
Ha je ycMjepeHa Ha nojeauHe obuvaje u3 dyHepapHe
npakce, NOMONy KOjUX Ce MOXe CTBOPUTM jacHWja Crmka
0 eCXaTomNOLLKUM BjepOBarMa NOKaIHOT CTAaHOBHULLTBA
y npegpuMckom 1 pumckom foby. ObyxsaheHe cy npep-
CTaBe KynTHOr KapakTepa, Kao W enurpadcku matepujan
ca Teputopuje LipHe ope u jyrosanagHe Cpbuje, koju He
camo LUTO faje MoryhHoCT 3a Brivke carnefasarbe penu-
rMje CTaHOBHMKa jyrouctouHe [anmauje seh gonpuHocu
pjelaBaty npobnema ybukauuje nojeanHUX Hacerba
y oBWM obrnactMma, Koja ce TeK YCNyTHO MOMUkY Y
NCTOPW|CKUM U3BOPUMA.

KrbyuyHe pujequ: kyntosw, interpretatio Romana, npeg-
cTaBe, enurpadiCkyt CNoMeHULM, TonoHuMK, Tepmuaasa,
npoBuHUMja Janvauuja.

1 UnaHak npefcTaBrba pesynTaT paga y okBupY npojekta PomaHusayuja,
ypbaHuzayuja u mpaHcgopmayuja ypbaHux UeHmapa yususiHoz,
80jHO2 U pe3udeHyujariHo2 Kapakmepa y PUMCKUM MposuHyujama Ha
muy Cp6uje (6p. 177007), koju dpuHaHcupa MUHUCTApCTBO NPOCBETE, Hayke
1 TexHonoLukor pa3soja Peny6rvke Cpbuje.
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CONTRIBUTION TO THE KNOWLEDGE OF
AUTOCHTHONOUS CULTS IN SOUTHEAST
DALMATIAAND THE PROBLEM OF LOCATING
THE ANCIENT THERMIDAVA'

UDK 904652"(497.5)

Abstract: The paper deals with the analysis of some of
the favourite aspects of indigenous deities in the southeast
of the province of Dalmatia, which, through the so-called
interpretatio Romana, was syncretized with the official
cults of the Graeco-Roman pantheon, thereby taking over
their iconography and names. Special attention is focused
on the individual customs of funerary practices, by which it
is possible to create a clearer picture of the eschatological
beliefs of indigenous people in pre-Roman and Roman
times. The paper deals with the representations of the cult
character and epigraphic material from Montenegro and
south-western Serbia, which provides an opportunity not
only for a closer understanding of religion of the Southeast
of Dalmatia, but also contributes to solving the problem of
locating specific settlements on this territory, which is only
mentioned in passing in history sources.

Key words: Cults, interpretatio Romana, representations,
epigraphic monuments, toponyms, Thermidava, province
of Dalmatia.

1 The article is a result of the project Romanization, Urbanization and
Transformation of urban centres of civil, military and residential character in
the Roman provinces in the territory of Serbia (no. 177007), funded by The
Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development of Republic
of Serbia.
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Mano je nuTepapHWX wu3BOpa Koju roBope O
BjepoBatiMa Wnupa y npegpumckom poby, nomyT
lceynockumHoBe [Mepuezeze unn ®ectoux u Cep-
BMjeBMX peaoBa 0 0buyajy XpTBOBaHbA KOHA HoMX-0BUM
boroeuma.?

Hu camu Wnupu Hucy octasunn

There are a few literary sources on the beliefs of
the lllyrians in Roman times, such as Pseudo-Scymnus
Periegesis, or Festo and Servius classes of horse
sacrifice customs to their gods.2

The lllyrians themselves have not
left many traces in this regard, considering

MHOrO Tparosa y TOM CMucry, ¢ 063upom
[ia Cy KyNTHe 1 YMjeTHUuKe MaHugecTaumje
CaMo MOHeKaz M3paxaBanu Ha NWUKOBHUM
npeactasama. durypanHu npukasm pe-
NIUTMO3HE TEMaTUKe Cy PUjeTKW, Te HaMm ce
cTora nocebHoO 3Ha4ajHUM YnHe NpeacTase
Ha OpOH3aHMM M cpebpHuM nnoynLama
ca Hekporone Bere neguHe Kog
FocTurba, Koje cy npema nonoxajy y rpoby
NpOoTyMayeHe Kao annukaumje 3a nojac.

On Hekonuko Hamasa Tor Tuna,
n3gaBajamo [Buje perbedHe nnoyule u
70 300r TemaTtuke nmpeacTaBa Ha HWMa,
npenyHe MUCTUYHUX cumbona.

lMocebHO je MHTepecaHTHa npeg-
CTaBa Ha Tpane3ouaHoj cpebpHoj oMLy
n3 rpoba 6p. 30 (Basler 1969, 9, T. XXXIll),
YU LUEHTparHM MOTMB YMHM  KOMIbe
noboAeHo y 3emsby, nopeg kora Cy, Ha
obje cTpaHe, npukasaHe 3muje ¥ no jeaaH
penduH. Ha Bpxy konsba ce Hanmasu
Mepysa, a nopes we cy nonymjeceuu ca
NTULOM, LUIBEMOBW, [MaBe TrPUdOHa K
ApYyrux chaHTactnyHux buha. WsHag norsa
je cefam cpLoSMKUX Npueesaka, a Lujena
NpeacTaBa je YOKBUMPEHa MOTUBOM YxeTa
(cn. 1).3

Hawy naxwy npuBnays LeH-
TpanHu MOTWB, OBHOCHO Komsbe noboaeHo
y 3emrby, C 063upom Aa je oBaj 0buya;
KOHCTAaTOBaH Ha WCTOj Hekpornomnu, Y
rpoboBMMa MNMPCKUX paTHWKA, AaTOBAHUM
y Ill v 1l Bujek n.H.e. (Basler 1969, rpo6osu
97 wn 125; lapawanuH 1967, 136-138;
Markovi¢ 2006, 35, 303, 304).

lMpakca nobujata Konrba 1 Hoxa y rpoboBuMa,
nosHatamkoaJanoga(Mari¢ 1968,55-57), 3aburbexeHaje
y (hyHepapHuUM obnyajuma JOMOPOLAYKOr CTAHOBHULLTBA

cpebpHoj

Fig.1.

2 Pseudo-Skymnos, Periegesis, 422-455, u C. Miiller, Geographi Graeci
minores, Vol.l. Paris 1885, 214; Cepsuje 0 0bu4ajy XpTBOBatba Kokba Kof
Wnupa (Servius 1, 12).

3 Nako cy cacBuM yourbMBI FPYKW YTUL@jU Y OPHAMEHTHLM, HECYMH-UBO je
Ja cy nnoumLie Be3aHe 3a UNMPCKO 3aHaTcTBO U KynT (Basler 1969, 9), wro
nokasyjy CrvyHW Hanasm ca TepuTopuje Janosa, nako 3HaTHO NPUMUTUBHUjE
un3page (Ljubi¢ 1889, 137). O npeacraBama ca Teputopuje Janopa B. Kukod
2008.

the cult and art events were rarely
expressed in artistic depictions. Figural
representations of religious themes are very
rare, and therefore we consider particulary
important the representations on bronze
and silver plates from the necropolis Velje
Ledine by Gostilj, which, according to their
position in the grave, are treated as an
application for the belt.

Among several findings of this type,
on this occasion we will draw attention to
two relief tiles, which we consider to be of a
great importance because of their subject,
full of mystical symbols.

Particulary interesting is the

Cn. 1. MNpepxcTaea konrba
nobopeHor y 3emrby Ha

nnoYunum
Hekponone Besbe JleguHe
kog MocTurba
Representation
of spear driven into the
ground on a silver plate
from the necropilis Velje
Ledine by Gostilj
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representation on the trapezoidal silver
tile from tomb no. 30 (Basler 1969, 9, PI.
XXXII), where the central motif appears
to be a spear stuck in the ground, next to
which and from both sides are shown the
snakes and the dolphins. At the top of the
spear is Medusa, from her sides there are
crescent moons with a bird, helmets, head
griffins and the other fantastic creatures.
Above the field there are seven heart-
shaped pendants, and the representation
is framed by a rope motif.2
Our attention is drawn to the cen-
tral motif, ie the spear driven into the
ground, as this is the custom made on the
same necropolis in the graves of the lllyrian
warriors that are dated to the period Ill and
Il BC (Basler 1969, graves 97 and 125;
GaraSanin 1967,136-138; Markovi¢ 2006,
35, 303, 304).
The practice of rebuttal spears and
knives in the graves, also in lapodes (Mari¢ 1968,
55-57), was observed in the funerary customs of the

ca

2 Pseudo-Skymnos, Periegesis, 422-455, in C. Miiller, Geographi Graeci
minores, Vol. . Paris 1885, 214; Servius on the customs of horse sacrifices
of the lllyrians (Servius 1, 12).

3 Although quite noticeable Greek influences in ornamentation, it is certain
that the tiles are related to the lllyrian craft and the cult (Basler 1969, 9),
which is showed in similar samples from the territory of lapodes, although of a
significantly more primitive creation (Ljubi¢ 1889, 137). About representations
from the territory of lapodes see Kukog& 2008.
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Cn. 2. MpepncraBa KokaHUka ca KpUBMM HOXEM Ha BPOH3aHO0j MNounLm ca Hekpornone ko Mocturba

Fig. 2. Representation of horseman with curved knife on a bronze plate from the necropolis by Gostilj

jyronctouHe [anvauuje y npeBuM BjeKOBMMa nocre
ycrocTaBrbatba PUMCKE BNacTy, 0 YeMy CBjeoYe Hanasu
ca CUCTeMaTCKku UCTpaxeHe Hekponone y KomuHuma.*
Ha Hekpononu | je oTkpuBeHo geceT rpobosa
ca KpWBMM HOXEBUMA U jefaH ca Korrbem noboLeHuM
y 3eMrby Noped KpemupaHux octaTtaka MoKojHUKa, Koju
cy gatoBaHu Yy kpaj | n novetak Il Bujeka (Cermanovié-
Kuzmanovi¢ et al. 1972; Pyxuh 2009). He ynasehm y
npobnematky o0 AgorahajumMa Ha NpOCTOpPY CjeBepHe
LipHe Tope og V, ogHocHo IV go | Bujeka n.H.e., 36or
HEe#oCTKa apXeorowkor Matepujana w3 Tor nepuopa’
He MOXe Ce yTBpaUTU Aa nu je oBaj norpebHn obuyaj
NPaKkTUKOBaH Ha OBOj TEPUTOPUM U Y NPeLPUMCKOM
poby. WM3BjecHo je, MefyTM, fa nocTaBrbawe Opyxja
y BepTUKarHOM nonoxajy nokpaj ypHe npousnasu w3
ayTOXTOHe, a He pumcke Tpaguumje (Mari¢ 1968, 55).
majyhu y BuaYy ucToBjeTHe Npumepke HoxeBa 13 rpobosa
ca Teputopuje Janoga (StipCevic 1960; Mari¢ 1968),
OBa nojaBa ce 06W4HO objaltaBa yTULAjeM HMXOBE

4 TlocToje mHOMUMje fa je ucTW 0BWYaj MpakTUKOBAH W Ha jyrOMCTOYHO]
Hekpononm [ykrbe (LiepmaHosuh-Kyamanosuh et al. 1975, 101, rpo6 196,
cn. 148).

5 ToyagaHux npaucTopujckix Hanasa u3 okonuHe [rbeBarsa koju 6u ce
mornu onpeaujenutn y nepuog uamehy IV Bujeka n gonacka Pumrbana,
3a caga Hema. OBa nojaBa ce obuyHO objawwraBa TUMe Aa cy, ycnea
paToBa, MefycobHux cykoba, 0 Kojuma roope W aHTM4KK nucLy, bonectn
1 MPUPOAHMX Henorofa, nojeAnHa nnemeHa Hectana, Te fa je oBa obnact
notnyHo onyctjena (Cpejosuh 2009, 47). Kako je uctpaxeH Tek mManu 6poj
NpauCcTOpUjCKNX foKanuTeTa, a Aa je HU3 TyMyna HeucnuTaH pesynTati
HOBMX apXeonowWKMX WCTpaxuBara Mormv Ou ynmoTnyHuT WM nak
N3MWjEHNTN JOCaaALIbE 3aKIbYUKE.
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indigenous population of South East Dalmatia in the early
centuries, starting from the establishment of Roman rule,
as evidenced by the findings of systematically explored
necropolis of Komini.* On the necropolis |, there were ten
graves found with curved knives and one with a spear
driven into the ground next to the cremated remains of
the deceased, which are dated to the end of | and in the
beginning of the Il century (Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovic et al.
1972; Ruzi¢ 2009). Without going into the question of what
was going on in northern Montenegro from V to IV until |
BC, due to the lack of archaeological material from that
period,® we can not say whether this burial custom was
practiced on the territory and in the pre-Roman times. It is
certain, however, that the practice of placing weapons in
vertical position next to the urn comes from the indigenous,
not Roman tradition (Mari¢ 1968, 55). Taking into account
the identical copies of knives from their graves on the
territory of lapodes (Stipevic 1960; Mari¢ 1968), this
phenomenon is usually explained by the influence of their

4 There are indications that the same custom was practiced on the southeast
necropolis of Doclea (Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovi¢ et al. 1975, 101, grave 196,
fig. 148).

5 There are no reliable prehistoric finds from the area around Pljevija that
could be dated to the period between the IV century and the arrival of the
Romans. This phenomenon is usually explained by the fact that some tribes
due to wars, conflict with each other, witnessed by some ancient writers,
disease and natural disasters disappeared, and that the area is completely
desolated (Srejovi¢ 2009, 47). Having in mind that only a small number of
prehistoric sites is explored, and there is a number of unexamined tumuli,
the result of the new archaeological research could complete or modify the
existing conclusions.
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kyntype (LlepmaHosuh-KyamaHosuh 1980, 227-232;
Pyxwuh 2009, 109). Ha ocHoBy focapaluwux ca3Hamwa
MOXEMO 3aKrbyyuTu Aa je pujed o obudajy koju je 6uo
3ajefHNYKM 33 BULIE WIMPCKUX NAeMeHa Yy 3anafgHum
W cpepuwrum aujenosuma bankaHa. Kao cacraBhu
Ano norpebHe onpeme KpuBK HOXEBM CY MPUCYTHU Y
BenukoMm 6pojy rpoboBsa Ha Hekpornonu ko ocTurba, na
W Ha OpYrvM, OjeNMMUYHO UCTPAXKEHUM Hekpononama 13
uctor nepuoga ca Teputopuje LipHe Mope. Ha aybrse
CUMBOMNUYKO 3HaYere MOCTaBMbaka HOXeBa MOpes
MOKOjHMKA YyKa3yje, Kako Ce YvHW, NpencTasa W3BeaeHa
TEXHWKOM UCKyLiaBaka Ha AjeNMMUYHO (parMeHTOBaHO)
OpoHsaHoj nnounum u3 rpoba Op. 126 (cn. 2). HoeH
LieHTparnHu auo 3aysvuma MyLlka urypa Ha Kowy, Kojoj
3aWTUTY Mpyxa 3Mmuja YCTPEMIbeHa Ha MakedoHCKe
paTHuKke. KomaHuK 3aysuma cynepuopaH noroxaj, ca
NNaLITOM KOju NenpLua 1 y3AurHyToM 4ECHOM PYKOM, Y
KOjoj APXK NpeaMeT Koju bu ce, npema MOM MULLIbERY,
Hajnpuje Morao okapakTepucaTi Kao KpuBM HOX.. YnHu
MW Ce [ja OBa NpefCcTaBa, Ha Kojoj 40 nocebHor n3paxaja
[0nasn WNMpCKM aHTaroHudam npema MakegoHuuma,
HOCM MWTOSIOLLKY MpuU4y, Yy KOjoj Ce Y 3MUjKu MOXe
npenosHaTtn pogoHayenHuk Vnupa, a y3 wera u jegHo
paTHN4KO 6OXaHCTBO.

PujeTkn npnnosn nonyT niunyma, re03geHe anatke
W Op., Y noMeHyTM rpoboBuMMa ca KpUBAM HOXEBUMA
n3 KomuHa ykasyjy Ha TO ga je pujed o rpobosuma
mywwkapaua (Pyxuh 2009, 112). Y TomM cmucny, YuHu
ce Aa je npakca nobagarba Hoxa 1 konsba y rpobosuma
BjepoBaTHO CMMOOMM30Bana MYLLKO XepojcTBO, CMPT
W penHkapHauujy, na obuyaj Tpeba Be3aTu 3a Heko
BoxaHCTBO paTa, Koje je y pumckom goby nouctosjeheHo
Ca HEMYy CMMYHUM U3 3BaHUYHE PUMCKE penuruje.
MpucyctBo Mapca, kao npuMapHoOr paTHUYKor boxaHcTBa
kop Pumrbana, Huje notepheHo Ha OBOj TEPUTOPHW, HU
Ha enurpad)CKUM HU Ha NWUKOBHUM crnomeHuumma. C
[pyre CcTpaHe, MOCBETE W BOTUBHU perbedu ykasyjy
Ha Heko Apyro, temy 6nncko 6oxaHcTBO. Pujed je o
CuneaHy, yuja je Besa ca Mapcom uspaxeHa enuteTuma
Mars Silvan n Bellator (paTHuk).” YnHu ce ga je 0Bo,
NPeBacxoAHO nacTopanHo BOXaHCTBO, KOje je Y UTarCKoj
NKOHOrpagCKOj CXeMu NpUKa3aHo ca HEKOM BPCTOM KpUBOT
Hoxa,® 300r wMpokor AujanasoHa Mohu, Ha Koje ykasyjy

6 MpeameT y pyum KowaHuka bacnep je okapaktepucao kao nonymjece,
JOK je orpTay npoTymaumo kao kpuno (Basler 1969, 9, T. XXXII, 1).

7 EnuteT Bellator o capa Hvje 3aburbexeH Ha 3asjeTuma u3 [Janmaumje,
anw ce jaBrba Ha Teputopuju nposuHupje fowe Maonuje (Mirkovié 1971,
no. 25; Dautova-Rusevljan 1997, 382; CIL |1l 10220=6438). Be3a ca Mapcom
youaBa ce y enuteTy Marti Silvano, Tj. y noBesaHocT Mapca ca arpapHium
W nactopanHuM nNpasHALMMa Yy puMmckoM penybrvkaHckom nepuvopmy
(JosaHosuh 2000, Han. 12).

8 Hox y HeroBum pykama je y apxeomnoLUKoj nuTepaTypu, y 3aBUCHOCTY Of
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culture (Cermanovi¢-Kuzmanovi¢ 1980, 227-232; Ruzi¢
2009, 109). Based on previous findings, we can conclude
that this was a custom that was common to several lllyrian
tribes in the western and central parts of the Balkans. The
so-called curved knives, as part of the funeral process,
are present in a large number of graves in the cemetery at
Gostilj, including other necropolis partially explored from
the same period on the territory of Montenegro. So that the
custom of buryng the deceased with the curved knives had
a deeper symbolic meaning, indicates one representation
embossed on the part fragmented bronze tile from tomb
no. 126. The central part of the representation takes a male
figure on horseback, which has a protection of snake, that
are striked to the Macedonian warriors. The horseman
is shown in a superior position, with a cloak fluttering
and raised right hand which holds the object that, in my
opinion, could be characterized as a first curved knife.® It
seems to me that this representation, which carries the
fore lllyrian antagonism towards the Macedonians, has a
mythological background, where in the form of snake can
be recognized a founder of the lllyrians and with him a
warrior diety.

Rare additional objects like pilum, iron tools efc.,
in aforementioned graves with curved knives from Komini
indicate that those were male graves (Ruzi¢ 2009,112).
In that sense, it seems that the practice of putting knives
in the ground and spears in their graves, probably in
connection with the symbolism of male heroism, death
and reincarnation, implies that the custom should be
linked to some diety of war, which in Roman times was
manifested and equated with the alike of the official
Roman religion. The presence of Mars as the primary
warrior deity of the Romans, was not confirmed in this
territory, neihter epigraphically nor in the fine arts. On
the other hand, dedication and votive reliefs indicate the
presence of someone else, a close deity. It is a cult of
Silvanus, whose relationship with Mars was expressed
through epithets Mars Silvan and Bellator (Warrior).” It
seems that this is primarily a pastoral deity, which is in
Italic iconographic scheme presented with some sort of
curved knife,® due to the wide range of power, with the
epithets Silvestris, Argestis, Domesticus, Orientalis,

6 Basler characterized the subject in the hand of horseman as a crescent,
while the mantle opted as a winger (Basler 1969, 9, PI. XXXII, 1).

7 The epithet Bellator has not been recorded in the vows of Dalmatia, but
occurs on the territory of the province of Lower Pannonia (Mirkovi¢ 1971, no.
25; Dautova-Ru$evljan 1997, 382; CIL Ill 10220 = 6438). Connection with
Mars can be seen in the epithet Marti Silvano, ie. Mars in connection with
agrarian and pastoral festivals in the Roman Republican period (Jovanovi¢
2000, ref. 12).

8 The knife in his hand is in archaeological literature, depending on other
attributes, is characterized as falcitenens, falx vinitoria et al.
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enutetn nonyt Silvestris, Argestis, Domesticus,
Orientalis, Bellator, 6uno HajnognoxHuje cnajawy ca
[0MOpoAaykum 6oxaHCTBUMA Y PUMCKAM NPOBUHLMjaMa,
T€ je 0Tyda NoCTano OMUILEHO Y NPOBUHLMjM Janmauujv.
Ha meroBy YHKUMjy 3alWTWTHWKA MPTBUX YKasyjy u
perbe Ha (hyHepapHUM cromeHuuuma  gomaher
CTaHOBHWLUTBA Y jyroucTouHOj [Janmavuju, Hactanm TOKOM
Il v 1l BUjeka, koju ce Mory nose3aTii ca HeroBoM KynTHOM
CMIMKOM CTBOPEHOM Crajaiem UTancke, rpuke 1 iokanHe
AaomMopogauke nkoHorpadovje (Lisujetuh, y wramnu, Pyxuh
2009).° Ha kpajy, Y1HM ce fja OBy CakpasnHy uaejy Hajnpuje
Tpeba Besatu y3 CuneaHa, y Ynjem BULY je Y PUMCKOM
A06y NOLLTOBAHO HEKO CTapuje AOMOPoAaYko 60xaHCTBO
ca CrMYHIM KomneTeHunjama. "

*%

Pjewaary npobnema ybukauyje jeqHor 3Havaj-
HWjer Hacerba Ha TepuTopuju jyrouctoyHe [lanvauuje, Ha
Koju je cBojeBpeMeHo ykasao npod. A. JoBaHoswh, Morao
Ou ponpuHKjeTH jedaH CnoMeHuk XepaknoBor kynta,' Ha
Koju hemo ce OCBPHYTU OBOM MPUSTUKOM.

Pujey je 0 BOTMBHOM HaTnuCy Y3uWgaHoOM Yy
upksy CB. Hukone, y ceny Hukorbly kog bujenor Morba.
MpBOOGMTHM NONOXaj CMNOMEHWKA HWje no3HaT, anu ce
Ha OCHOBY kapakTepa OOxaHCTBa KOMe je nocseTa
ynyheHa (3alWTWUTHWKA 3apaBrba, GanHeyma M TOMAMX
n3BOpa) MOXe NPeTnocTaBuUTK Aa je 6o NocTaBrbEH Y
BM3NHM TepMmarHUX 13Bopa NOCBjeAOYEHUX Y OKOMMHM
Bujenor Morva (Moxga y ceny Hepakycuma). Mpema
Bynuhy, koju ra je o6jasuo 1931. roguHe, HatnuC je
pujeleH Ha crnepehm HauwH: Her(culi) Aug(usto) /
S(acrum) Ael(ius) Dom(i)/tianus / p(ius ?) pos[ul]it.
Kako Huje yobuyajeHo aa ce mocre WMeHa AedukaHTa
jaBrba enuTtet pius,'? CKNOHM CMO Aa BjepyjemMo fa ce
ckpaheHuua P ogHocuna Ha cyHKuujy Kojy je obaBrbao
Enwvje Jomuumjan, Te cTora HyauMO pjeLLerse Koje Ham ce
4MHW BjepoBaTHUjUM: Her(culi) Aug(usto) / S(acrum)

ocTanux atpubyTa, okapakTepucaH kao falcitenens, falx vinitoria v gp.

9 BpojHocT nocseTa 3 Mynuumnuja C. gaje Ham 3a npaBo ja NpeTnocTaBnuMo
nocTojake HEroBor CBETUNNWTA Y AONMWHU BesuwwHuue, y AaHallbum
KomuHuma.

10 O moryhem ouysatby ennxopckor KynTa paTHUKa-koraHnka y U3BOPHOM
obnuky y jenHom avjeny jyrouctouHe [lanmaumje TOKOM pUMCKOT nepuoga
pacnpaerbahemo Apyrom NpuinKkoM.

11 Cnomenuum Xepkynosor kynta npoHaheHn cy y MNrbesmbuma, bujenom
Momby (Liepmarosuh-Kyamanosuh 1981, 76, 77, Bynuh 1931, 11, no. 13) u
Dykren (Zagarcanin 2012, cn. 3, 4).

12 OBaj enuTeT je cacTaBHW ANO Liapcke HOMEeHKNaType. Hekapa ce jaBrba y3
MMeHa MOKOjHWKa Ha CenynkpanHuM CoMeHULMMa, Y CriyvajeBuma Kkaja ce
HaTnuc 3aBpLuasa dopmynama h(ic) s(itus) e(st), s(it) t(ibi) t(erra) I(evis);
PWjeTKo npaTi UMe AeankaHTa.
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Bellator, were most susceptible to contamination with
indigenous deities of the Roman provinces, and hence
appears as the favorite in the province of Dalmatia. His
function as a protector of the dead is indicated by the
reliefs of the funerary monuments of the indigenous
population of South East Dalmatia, incurred during the I
and Ill century, that are associated with his iconic image
the way it was created by merging the Roman (ltalic),
Greek and local indigenous iconography (Cvijeti€, in press;
Ruzi¢ 2009).° Reduced, it seems that this idea should
be firstly linked to Silvan which in Roman times was a
respected older indigenous deity of similar competence.™

*%

Solving the problem of locating a significant
settlement in the South East of Dalmatia, which was
once noted by prof. A. Jovanovi¢, could contribute to a
monument Heracles cult,” and we will mention it on this
occasion.

It is a votive inscription that is built in Church
of Sts. Nicolas, s. Nikoljac in Bijelo Polje. The original
location of the monument is not known, but based on
the character of the deity to whom it is addressed (the
protector of health, balneum and thermal springs), can be
assumed, that it was set up near the hot springs around
Bijelo Polje (maybe with. Nedakusi). According Vuli¢, who
published the monument in 1931 the inscription is solved
as follows: Her(culi) Aug(usto) / S(acrum) Ael(ius)
Dom(i)/tianus / p(ius ?) pos[u]jit. As it is not common
to put the epithet pius before the name of dedicated,
we are prone to believe that the short P was addressed to
the function of Aelius Domitianus therefore the solution
that seems more acceptable is: Her(culi) Aug(usto)
/ S(acrum) Ael(ius) Dom(i)/tianus / p(rocurator)
pos|u]it.”®

9 The number of dedications from Municipium S. gives us the right to
assume the existence of his shrine in the valley VeziSnica in today’s Komini.
10 Asked whether epichorial cult of the warrior horseman in its original form
was preserved in some parts of Southeast Dalmatia during the Roman
period, we will try to give an answer at other occasion.

11 Monuments of Heracles cult have been found in Plievija (Cermanovi¢-
Kuzmanovi¢ 1981, 76, 77), Bijelo Polje (Vuli¢ 1931, 11, no. 13) and Duklja
(Zagar€anin 2012, 53, fig. 3,4).

12 This epithet is an integral part of the imperial nomenclature. Sometimes
they are the names of the deceased in sepulchral monuments, when the word
ends with formulas h(ic) s(itus) e(st), s(it) t(ibi) t(erra) I(evis); rarely follows
the name of dedicator.

13 This opinion was indicated by A. and J. Sael (ILJug 137, no.1817) and
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Ael(ius) Dom(i)/tianus / p(rocurator) posfujit.”

YKONMUKO je Halle pjeluewe HaTnuca MCrpaBHo,
MOXe ce padyHaTu Ha To Aa je Enuje Jdomuuyujan Guo
npokypatop.” Ca cyHKUMjOM LapcKkor npokypaTtopa
nomuwse ce u3sjecHn Aypenuje AprypujaH Ha nocBeTu
n3 MutpuHor ceetunuwTa y Jlesep Tapu, koju je, npema
ceeMy cyaehm cefampecetux roguHa Il Bujeka ynpasrbao
pyaHuumuma y 0Boj obnactu (Loma 1999, 193-202; Jloma
2003, 12, 21)." Jow jeaHo nuue BUTELLKOr CTanexa, koje
ce nomutse Ha [ujaHuHoj noceetn u3 Yagumwa (CIL I,
12715), Takohe je MOrno BPLWTW (YHKLM)Y PyAHUYKOT
npokypatopa (Mirkovi¢ 1975 105, 106).

Llapcko reHTunHo ume Aelius, Huje nocebHo
4eCTO Ha 0BOj TEPUTOPUjU 1 OrPAHNYEHO je Ha NpUNagHNKe
MyHUUMNanHe apuctokpatuje. WHTepecoBake Lapa
XagpuwjaHa 3a 0BO nogpydje Ay6OKO Yy YHYTpaLHOCTy
NPOBWHLWje 1 JofjerbuBatse rpafaHckor npasa nojeamnH-
Uama moparno je 6utm y Besn ca wuckopuwhabarem
npupoaHux 6oratctaea, npuje caera pyae (Mirkovi¢ 1975
105, 106). JegaH og pasnora npecesbetra Benukor bpoja
[enmata TOKOM paHOr npuHuMnata buna je ynpaso
notpeba 3a BjewTUM pygapuma, nowTo cy lNupyctu, no
ceeMy cygehu, mMacoBHO npebayeHn y HOBOOCHOBaHY
nposuHUujy [akujy, kako 61 nocnujelumnu excrnoarauujy
cpebpHe v 3natHe pyae y okonuHu Alburnus Maior-a,
roje cy ocHoBanu cBoje Hacerbe (Alburno Maiori vico
Pirustarum) (JosaHosuh 2011).

Y Besy ca ekcnnoaTauujom pygHux boratctasa
y obnactu cjesepHe LipHe Mope morao 6u ce gosecty
jow jedaH BOTUBHW HATMUC W3 okonuHe Bujenor Morba
(ceno 3atoH), noaurHyT y YacT boruwbe JyHoHe: lun(oni)
Reg(inae) ACT I(i)b(ens) p(osuit)."® Umajyhu y Bugy
HaTnuCc Ha CurBaHOBO] BOTUBHO] perbedoHOj Nnoun u3
Konospara, Ha Ko0joj Ce Kao [eduKaHT NnoMukbe jefaH
argenti actor," ckpahenuyy ACT GucMo paspujeLLmnm
kao act(or)," WTO MMNAMUMPa [a je BjepoBaTHO pujed o
HaA30PHUKY pyOHMKA.

C ™M y Be3u ocBpHyhemo ce Ha npuror npod.
A. JosaHoswuha, nocseheH npobremy ybukauuje mecra

13 Ha oBy moryhHocT ykasanm cy A. u J. Wawen (ILJug 137, no. 1817), kao
u C. lloma (2003, 12, Han. 5). Puje4 npokypatop ce Hajueluhe ckpahyje kao
proc Wiv Ha NPBOM CIOTY (pro), anu M Kao procur, procurat, pr, Maga ce
cpehy v npumepu ckpahnearba Ha NpBOM cnoBy, kao Ha np. CIL V, 0536 a (1);
AE 1995, 0493 (2) v fip.

14 J. MapTuHoswh Takohe npeTtnocTtasrba Aa je pujed o npokypatopy, anu
Hanomukse fja Huje jacHo kakse obnactu (2011, 217, no. 248).

15 Cnomenuk je npBobutHo objaBrbeH y CIL 1l 13849; o opranmsaumju
pyoapctea y npouHumin [danmauujm B. [Oywanuh 1980. O Houm
CcasHarbiMa 0 aMUHUCTPATVBHOM CTaTyCy UCTOYHE [lanMalipje 1 NCTOYHUM
(jyroucTouHUM) AanMaTuHckum pyaHuumMa B. Loma 1999; Moma 2003.

16 JosaHosuh 1967, 95; ILJug 622; Martinovi¢ 2011, 169.

17 1LJug 1685.

18 Ha oBy moryhHoct ynyhyje u C. lloma (2003, 12, Han. 5).
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If our solution of label is correct, then we can
count on Aelius Domitianus acted as Procurator.™ With
the function of imperial procurator the name of Aurelius
Argyrianus is mentioned, dedicant of the inscription to
the Mithra temple in Lever Tara, who, by all accounts,
during the seventies of the third century, carried out the
administration of the mines in this area (Loma 1999, 193-
202; Loma 2003, 12, 21).% Another person of knighthood,
which is mentioned in the Diana dedication in Cadinje
(CIL 11l 12715), also could serve as procurator of mining
(Mirkovi¢ 1975, 105, 106).

The persons with imperial gentile name Aelius,
are not particulary common on this territory and are limited
to members of the municipal aristocracy. The interest of
the Emperor Hadrian in the area deep inside the province,
and granting civil rights to individuals, had to be related
to the extraction of natural resources, especially minerals
(Mirkovi¢ 1975, 105, 106). One of the reasons for the
relocation of a large number Dalmatae, during the early
Principate was the need for skilled miners, as Pirusts
apparently massively transferred to the newly established
province of Dacia, in order to facilitated the exploatation of
silver and gold ore around Alburnus Maior’s, where they
have established their settlement (Alburno Maiori vico
Pirustarum) (Jovanovi¢ 2011).

In connection with the exploatation of mineral
resources in northern Montenegro, it could result in
another votive inscription from the vicinity of Bijelo Polje
(Zaton), erected in honor of the goddess Juno: lun(oni)
Reg(inae) ACT I(i)b(ens) p(osuit)." Bearing in mind the
inscription on Silvanus votive relief panel from Kolovrat,
where as a dedicated is mentioned one argenti actor'’
acronym ACT would be solved as act(or),"® implying that
it was probably about the person who took the post as
superintendent of the mine.

In this regard, we will look into the contribution
of prof. A. Jovanovi¢ devoted to the problem of locating
Thermidava, which in Ptolemy is listed in the towns of
the province of Dalmatia (Ptol. Il, 16, 17), somewhere
on the territory of the tribe Pirusts (Code Urb. 82, fol.
S. Loma (2003, 12, no. 5). The word procurator is ussually shortened as proc
or on the first syllable (pro), but as procur, procurat, pr, although we could
find the samples where the truncation was performed on the first letter, for
example CIL 'V, 0536 (1); AE 1995, 0493 (2) et al.

14 J. Martinovi¢ also assumed it was a procurator, but notes that it is unclear
in what field (2001, 217, no. 248).

15 The monument was originally published in CIL Il 13849; About the
organization of mining in the province of Dalmatia see DuSani¢ 1980.
Providing the knowledge on the administrative status of Eastern Dalmatia
and eastern (southeastern) Dalmatian mines see Loma 1999; 2003.

16 Jovanovi¢ 1967, 95; ILJug 622; Martinovi¢ 2011, 169.

17 ILJug 1685.
18 This was also suggested by S. Loma (2003, 12, ref. 5).
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Tepmngase (Thermidava), koje [1tonemej Habpaja
mefy rpagosuMa y nposuHuMin [danmaumujy (Ptol. I,
16, 7), Hergje Ha TepuTopuju nnemeHa lMupycta (Cod.
Urb. 82, fol. 68-69)."° [lpema HEroBOM MULLIbEHY,
eTumonornja TonoHuma (Tepmupasa je cCroxeHuua
npedukca thermae — 6ara n cydukca dava — Tpayku
Ha3WB 3a Hacerbe) ykasyje Ha Hacerbe koje ce pa3BuIo
y 6nm3nHu Tonnux u3Bopa, a y kome je Buna npucyTHa
Tpayka KOMMOHeHTa. Y TOM CMUCRYy, 3Ha4ajHn cy Anwja-
HOBM nojauu O MpUCYCTBY Tpaykor nnemeHa beca y
HOanmauujn (Appian., lllyr. 1, 16), koju cy ounTo jeaHUM
OVMjenom npecerbeHn y OBY PYLOHOCHY MNPOBUHLMY
pagu eknnoatauuje cpebpa (Alfoldy 1965, 67-69).
/3BjecHM enemeHTU Tpayke (yHepapHe npakce u
enurpadcke NOTBPAE TpaukMX MMEHa Ha Teputopuju
MyHuuunmja C.2° ynyhyjy Ha pyoHuke Yy AaHallboj
cjeBepHoj LipHoj Mopu (BpckoBo) u jyrosanagHoj Cpbuju
(Maguwe). Ctora je A. JoBaHoBuh HaBeo fa TepmasiHe
n3Bope, a camum TuM M Tepmuaasy Tpeba nosesatu
ca pygHuuMMa y 0BOM Aujeny nposuHumvje [danmauuje,
Te fa je Tpeba Tpaxutu y cjesepHoj LipHoj Mopu mnm
cjeeposanagHoj Anbanuju (JoaHosuh 2012, 155, 156).
Ha wmoryhHocT pga ce aHTuyka Tepmupaasa
Hanasuna y obnactu cpearer [oTapja u lMonumiba,
y 6mm3nHu pyaHuka Bpckosa, ynyhyjy, kako Ham ce
4nHK, W enurpadpckn cnomenuum u3 bujenor lMosba, kao
W nocTojawe TOMMUX WM3BOpa Ha OBOM noapydjy. Ho,
kako je oBa obnacT Hajsehum [Oujenom apxeosnoLKku
HEeUCTPaxeHa, NuTare 3a caja 0cTaje OTBOPEHO.

19 Ha HeoapXuMBOCT NpeTnocTaBky Aa Cce aHTyka TepmuaaBa Hanaswna
kon cena [peHoBua, kog hakosa unn Cyee Peke, kako je npeTnoctasvo
H. Bynuh, koju oBaj rpaj usjegHavasa ca TepaHaoMm, ykasao je jow T
Andenan. Vako noctoje n3BjecHe XOMO(OHCKE CAIMYHOCTH, NPEeTNnocTaBka
[Ja ce TepmuzaBa MoXe u3jegHa4nTi ca TepaHgom ce He MOXE NpUXBaTUTK,
c obavpom fa ce cTaHuuya TepaHga Hanasw Ha myty Hawucyc-Tlucyc, y
Fopr0oj Mesuju, a He y [lanmauujn, kako lNtonemej nokanusyje Tepmugasy
(JoBaHoBuh 2012, 155).

20 Ha enurpacbckum cromMeHuUMMa W3 NibeBarbckor kpaja nocsjefoyeHo
je Buwe nmeHa koja B morna GuT Tpaukor mopujekna, NonyT: Bessus,
Teres, Plares, a npema I'. Andengujy Tpadkor nopujekna 61 morno 6utm u
“Me Argyrianus, Koje Ce jaB/ba Ha MjecTy KOrHOMEHa y UMEHCKOj hopMysn
npokypaTopa ca cnoMmeHuka 13 flesep Tape. Buwe o Tome B. Mirkovi¢ 2013,
44,45,
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68.69).” In his opinion, the etimology of place name
(Thermidava - a compound of the prefix thermae - spa
and the suffix dava - Thracian name for the settlement),
suggests a settlement that was developed near the hot
springs, and which had Thracian component. It this regard,
Appian data on the presence of Thracian tribes Bessi in
Dalmatia are prominent (Appian., lllyr. 1, 16), which are
obviously partly moved into this metalliferous province for
exploitation of silver (Alféldy 1965, 67-69). The presence
of certain elements of the Thracian funerary practices
and epigraphic confirmation of Thracian names on the
territory of Municipium S.? refers to the mines in the
area of present-day northern Montenegro (Brskovo) and
southwestern Serbia (Cadinje). In this context it is referred
to the thermal springs and therefore Thermidava should
be connected with the mines in this part of the province
of Dalmatia, and that is to be found in areas of northern
Montenegro and northwestern Albania (Jovanovi¢ 2012,
155, 156).

It seems that the possibility that the ancient
Thermidava was located near the mine Brskovo, is
indicated by epigraphs from Bijelo Polje, as well as the
fact about the existence of thermal springs in the area.
However, as this area is not archaeologically explored,
the question remains open for now.

19 The uncertan assumptions that ancient Thermidava was near Drenovac
village, near Djakovo or Suva Reka as supposed N. Vuli¢ that equals
this town with Theranda, was indicated G. Alfdldy. Although there are
homophone similarities, the assumption that Thermidava could be equalled
to Theranda are not acceptable as the station Theranda is on the road
Naissus-Lissus in Moesia Superior not Dalmatia as Ptolemy localized
Thermidava (Jovanovi¢ 2012,155).

20 On epigraphic monuments from Pljevija area there are several names
evidenced that could be of a Thracian origin, such as Bessus, Teres,
Plares, according to G. Alféldy Thracian origin could be name Argyrianus,
which appears in name formula of procurator of the monument of Lever Tara
(see Mirkovi¢ 2013, 44, 45).
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