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AncTpakr:

Y papy cy caxeTu pesyntati apxeooLKux
ucTpaxmBarba yTBphera MeayH koa Mogropuue,
o6aB/beHn 2020. roguHe. Ha ocHoBy 6oraTte
KYNTypHe cTpaTurpaduje, octaTaka apxmTekType
W UCTOPUjCKMX M3BOPA M3[BOjEHN CY Nepuoau
XUBOTA rpaja of KOjuX Cy HajsHauajHuju
XeNeHUCTUYKM, CPeSHOBjeKOBHM, Kao 1 asa u3
Apyre nonosuHe 19. ctorbeha. CakynsbeHn nogaum
W 3HavyajHa KonMuMHa Hanasa ckpehe naxmy
Ha HEOMXOAHOCT CUCTEMATCKMUX apXeooLWKnX
uckonaBara Ha OBOM MjecTy.

KmyyHe pujeyn: MepyH, yTBpheme,
XeNneHn3am, cpefHO0oBjeKOBHM Nepuog, nepuos,
TypCKe oKynauuje.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL NOTES FROM
MEDUN

UDK 902(497.16 Medun)

Abstract:

The paper summarizes results of
archaeological excavations of the Medun
fortress near Podgorica, conducted in 2020.
Based on rich cultural stratigraphy, remains of
architecture and historical sources, the periods
of the city’s life have been singled out, the most
significant of which are hellenistic period,
medieval, and the phase from the second half
of the 19th century. The collected data and a
significant amount of finds draw attention to
the necessity of systematic archaeological
excavations at this site.

Key words: Medun, fortress, hellenistic
period, medieval period, period of Turkish
occupation.
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Unupcku rpap MeTeoH, Ha Yyujum je
ocTauuma y cpeftbem BUWjeKy NOAUTHYTO
yTBpherwe MeayH, HeonpaBAaHo je nognerao
3abopaBy apxeonolKe Hayke Te ce, ynpKoc
HeroBOM 3Hauajy, TeK NpoLLJIe roAuHe Nno npsu
nyT peannayjy uckonasara oBora rpaga.

HberoBw apXUTEKTOHCKM OCTaLM 0 caja cy
OMUCaHM TEK Y HEKOINKO CTYAMja," @ peNaTUBHO
6oraTm UCTOPUjCKM U3BOPU TOBOPE O MjecTy
CTaJIHUX BOjHUX CyKOGa 1 NpeBupatba.

oA nMeHoM MeTeoH npBuM NyT ra cnomMukbe
Tut Nusmje (XLVI, 23, 32) n To npunukom onuca
Tpeher unupckor paTta Kao rpaj nnemeHa
Nabearta, Kao 1 NOC/beAHE YNOPULLTE MOPOAMLE
unupckor Kpasba lexHumja. Y kacHujum n3sopumMa
u3 nepuopa PUMcke apxaBse eroBo UMe u3ocTaje
u jeanHo MeguoH PaBeHckor reorpada? npyxa
nopartak fa yTephieme ersuctupa v TOKOM 7.
cTosbeha.

The Illyrian city of Meteon, on the remains
of which the fortress of Medun was built in
the Middle Ages, was unjustifiably forgotten
by archeological science, and, despite its
importance, only last year the excavations of
this city were realized for the first time.

Its architectural remains have so far been
described in only a few studies’, and relatively
rich historical sources speak of a place of
constant military conflicts and turmoil.

Titus Livius first mentions it under the
name Meteon (XLVI, 23, 32) when describing
the third Illyrian war as a city of the tribe Labeati
as well as the last stronghold of the family of
the lllyrian king Gentius. In later sources from
the period of the Roman empire, his name is
missing and only the Medion of Anonymous
Cosmographer of Ravenna? provides information
that the fortress still exists during the 7th
century.

Cn. 1. Mornep Ha MepyH 13 npasua Mogropuue
Fig. 1. View of Medun from the direction of Podgorica

1 Praschniker, Schober 1919, 3-8; 3apaBkosuh 1953,
127-132; FapawaHuH 1967, 127-133; Mujosuh, Koauyesuh
1975, 115-116; NeTtposuh 2012.

2 TapawaHuH 1967, 127.
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1 Praschniker, Schober 1919, 3-8; 3apaBkosuh 1953,
127-132; Fapawanun 1967, 127-133; Mujosuh, KoBayesuh
1975, 115-116; MeTposuh 2012.

2 TapawaHuH 1967, 127.
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Cn. 2. U3rnep yTBphera ca jy)xHe cTpaHe
Fig. 2. View of the fortification on the south side

Y KacHoMm cpepreM BUjeKy Ha OBOM
MjecTy ce obpasyje BaXHO BOjHO ynopuLiTe
Koje je 06e36jefjuBano curypHoct caobpahajHe
KoMyHuKauuje npema MNehu, wto notephyjy u
6pojHu nctopmjckn u3sopm 15. ctomweha.®? Y netoj
Aeuenuju 15. ctomweha rpag saysumajy Typuu,
oj Taja na cee o 1860. roguHe uctopmjcka
cBjefouaHcTBa noMuiby MefyHcKy TBphaBy Kao
MjecTo y cykobuma Kyuya u bphjaHa ca Typuuma.
Mocrben by 1 HajboraTuju UCTOPMjCKN KOpPMYyC O
T3B. NOC/beSH0j TYPCKO] OKynaumju MegyHcke
TBphaBe (1860-1876. roanHe) onucyje 6pojHe
cykobe npep weroso ocnobahamwe 1876.
roguHe.* HakoH oBora yTBphetbe je paspyLieHo
W HanyLwTeHo.

Octaum MepgyHckor rpaja AaHac ce Hanase
y Ljeny Kpaluke BucopaBHu (cA1. 1), raje noumntby
Kyuke nnaHuHe, Ha OKO 9 KM CjeBEpPOUCTOYHO
of Mopropuue.

3 Metpoeuh 2012, 13-14.
4 WUcro, 15.
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In the late Middle Ages, an important
military stronghold was formed on this
place, which ensured the safety of traffic
communication towards Pe¢, which is confirmed
by numerous historical sources of the 15th
century®. In the fifth decade of the 15th century,
the city was occupied by the Turks from when
until 1860, historical evidence mentions the
Medun fortress as a place in the conflicts
between Kuci and Brdani with the Turks. The last
and richest historical corpus about the so-called
last Turkish occupation of the Medun fortress
(1860-1876), describes numerous conflicts
before its liberation in 1876.* After this the fort
was destroyed and abandoned.

Today, the remains of the town of Medun
are located in the part of the karst tablelands
(Fig. 1) where the mountains of Kuci begin,
about 9 km northeast of Podgorica.

3 Netposuh 2012, 13-14.
4 1bid, 15.
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CarpafjeH je HaBpxoBUMa CTPMOT CjeanacTor
rpe6eHa (cn. 2), Koje LOMUHUPA OKOJTHUM
noApyyjeM ca TUMUYHUM KapakTepucTukama
yTBpfEeHUX UANpCKUX rpagoBa, akpononoMm u
nogrpafem. OBa CTpyKTypa je 3afipXaHa 1 TOKOM
CpeAH0BjeKOBHE 1 MOZIePHE UCTOPHje TaKo Aa
ce 1 aaHac npenosHajy lopra n [Jora TBphasa.

Y KpaTKOj apXxeoNowWwKoj Kamnakus
peanu3oBaHoj y Majy u jyHy 2020. roauHe, a
YMju Cy pesyntaT CyMuUpaHu y fla’lbem TeKCTY,
obyxsaheHa je camo roprba MeayHcka TBphasa.

lopwa 30Ha MepyHa yokBupeHa je
6e4eMCKUM 3U0BMMA Y jefHY LjeNnHy Koja
UMa U3fyxeHy 1 HenpasunHy Gopmy yTephera
AyxuHe oko 80 M (cn. 3).

It was built on the tops of a steep saddle
ridge (Fig. 2), which dominates the surrounding
area with the typical characteristics of fortified
lllyrian cities, the Acropolis and the suburbs.
This structure has been preserved during
medieval and modern history, so that the Upper
and Lower Fortresses are still recognized today.

In the short archeological campaign®
realized in May and June 2020, the results of
which are summarized in the following text, only
the Upper Medun fortress was researched.

The upper zone of Medun is framed with
ramparts walls into one fortification that has an
elongated and irregular form about 80 m long

(fig. 3).

Cn. 3. CuTyaumoHnun nnaH lopkbe TBphaBe ca 03HaYeHUM apxuTekTOHCKUM LjenuHama (doto Unuja Mepuh)
Fig. 3. Situational plan of the Upper Fortress with marked architectural units (photo llija Peri¢)

5 MWctpaxuatba peanusdosaHay opraHnsaumju JY LlenTpa
3a KoH3epBauujy u apxeonorujy LipHe lope, a GuHaHcupaHa
nocpefcTBOoM MuHuctapcTsa kyntype y cknony lporpama
3alTUTE U 0YyBama KynTypHUX fobapa 3a 2020. roanHy.
Mpojekar je uHaHcujcku nomorao CekpeTapujaT 3a KynTypy
u cnopt Mogropuue.
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5 The excavations was realized in the organization of the
Public Institution Center for Conservation and Archeology of
Montenegro and financed through the Ministry of Culture wit-
hin the Program for the Protection and Preservation of Cultu-
ral Heritage for 2020. The project was financially supported
by the Secretariat for Culture and Sports of Podgorica.



Nova anticka Duklja XII

JKueanoeuh, Apxeonouixe bumeuixe...

MefjyTum, y cknagy ca BUCUHCKUM
pasnukama rpebeHa Ha kKojem je TBphaBa
narpaf)eHa jacHo ce usaBajajy Tpu MeljycobHo
nose3aHa nnaroa.

HajBucoumnju nnato - akponosb 3axsara
MaJsin U CY)XXeHW NMPOCTOP Ha UCTOYHOM Aujeny
yTBphera KojuM JOMUHMPa KpyXHa kyna (Kyna
1) RO Koje ce fonasn CTPMUM CTEMEHULITEM
(cn. 3).

3anajHo Of, Ky/ne Hanase ce 0cTaum objekTa
1 v opMax fo wera Lpksa caga nocseheHa Cs.
apxuhakoHy CtedaHy. Apxeonoluka UcTpaxusarba
obyxBaTuna cy kyny 1 u objekat 1, koju cy Ha
OCHOBY CaKyrn/beHux rnojaraka fatoBaHu y
BpujeMe nocsbefHe Typcke okynauuje. Typuu cy
no fonacky 1860. rogunHe y 0BOM fiujeny HauLwm
Ha 06pyWeHy NOTKOBMYACTY Kyny carpafjeHy
npema apxeosoLIK1M Hala3nma HajsjepoBaTHuje
y 12-13. cTosbehy (cn. 4).

However, in accordance with the height
differences of the ridge, on which the fortress
was built, three interconnected plateaus clearly
stand out.

The highest plateau - the acropolis covers
a small and narrowed area in the eastern part
of the fortification, which is dominated by a
circular tower (tower 1) that is reached by
a steep staircase (Fig. 3). To the west of the
tower are the remains of building 1 and next to
it the church now dedicated to St. Archdeacon
Stephen. Archaeological excavations included
tower 1 and building 1, which were dated to the
last Turkish occupation on the basis of collected
data. Upon their arrival in 1860, the Turks came
across a collapsed horseshoe shape tower
in this part, built according to archeological
findings, most likely in 12th-13th century (Fig.
4).

Cn. 4. Kyna 1 HakoH ucTpaxmBatba (poTo Wnuja Mepuh)
Fig. 4. Tower 1 after the excavation (photo Ilija Peri¢)
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OBa kyna, wupuHe 3 M, je Taga nperpah)eHa,
a 031 aHn Cy U HOBM NPUCTYMHMN N1AaTOMN Kako
61 ce NpMBPEMEHO KOPUCTUNA, CBE [LOK Ce Huje
OTMOYeso ca U3rpaftoM BeNlKe HenpasuiiHO
Kpy)XHe Kyne. HoBa kyna wupuHe usmehy 7,40 n
5 M obyxBaTuna je cTapuje ocTaTKe, Npu Yemy je
XOJHW HUBO NOAUTHYT 3@ OKO 2 M. KOA KpyxHe
Kyne 3abusbexeHo je U HEKONIMKO HaKHaAHUX
rpafjeBUHCKMX (asa Koje cy usrnepa bune
NPOM3BOJ CTaNHOr yAapa Ha oabpaHy MeayHa Ha
0BOMe MjecTy TOKOM BJiafie OCMaHCKOr LiapcTBa.

WcTpaxuBara objekTa 1 HMjecy npyxuna
AO0BOJbHE MHBOpMaLMje 0 eroBoM narneny. Pagu
Ce 0 06jeKTy NpaBoOyraoHe OCHOBE iUMEeH3Hja 5 X
11 M, KOju Ce BjepoBaTHO HAaCNOHMO Ha OCTaTKe
CTapuje apxuTeKType, anu je y 3anajHoOM K
CjeBEpPHOM [ujeny y NOTNYHOCTU CPYLUEH, a Y
NCTOYHOM U jyXXHOM QYHAMPaH Ha XMBO]j CTUjEHM.

3anafjHo of akpornosba nNpocTupe ce
LLeHTPasHN 1 HEKMX 5 M HUXKU ano MepyHcke
TBphHaBe. [IpocTOpHO 3axBaTa camo ABuje
rpafjeBuHe Koje Takofje noTuvy U3 nepuoga
3afhe Typcke okynauuje (cn. 3). O6jekat 2
npaBoyraoHor 061Ka, ca 6ucTUjepHOM y CBOMe
AOHEM Aunjeny Huje uctpaxusaH. Ha weros
3anajHu 3up, HacNoHEH je 0bjeKaT HyMepucaH
6pojem 3, NpoTymMayeH Kao KomaHgatypad, Tj.
rnaBHa ynpasHa 3rpaja yTephera u3 BpeMeHa
Typcke okynauuje. OBaj objekat, Tpanesacte
ocHoBe U AumeHsuja 7,30 x 6,50 m (cn. 5),
3ujaH je ynotpeboM KameHa W XyTe rnHe
KOjoj je nopara Mana KonumyuHa kpeva. llog y
HeMy 610 je ApBEH, OCUM Y Anjeny oA ynasay
wupuHu 1,40 M 1 cauyBaHoj AYXUHM 0f 3 M rAje
ce npocTupana KaMeHa cTasa.

Hanas kepamuuke LjujeBn 3a BOAY, UCNOJ,
nopa objekrta 3, fokasyje fa cy GyHkumje obje
rpafeBuHe yHanpujeg 6une nnaHupaxe. Linjes je
nocTaB/beHa Yy npaBLy UCTOK-3anaz 1 CnpoBoanna
je Bogy o 6uCTHjepHe [0 YeCMe KOja ce KopucTuna
ca CrnoJbHe CTpaHe 06jekTa Ha OEeM nnatoy
yTBphera. Ha 0Baj HaunH NOTPOLLHY BOAE je
KOHTponucana ynpaBHa 3rpaga. [la je o6jekat 3
KOMaHZHa 3rpafia nokasyje 1 6orat apxeosoLKu
MaTepujan Koju ce BeNMHOM CacToju Of MeTaNHuUX
AjenoBa BOjHUX YHU(OPMU, HAOPYXKatba U paTHe
ornpeme.

6 HaocHoBy rpaBype Xatopa u3 1876. roguHe, o Tome

MetpoBuh 2012, 17 u pase.
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Cn. 5. 06jekat 3 HaKOH UCTpaxuBarba
Fig. 5. Building 3 after the excavation

This 3 m wide tower was then rebuilt
and new access plateaus were added to be
temporarily used until construction of a large
irregular circular tower was started. The new
tower, between 7.40 and 5 m wide, included
older remains, with the walking level raised by
about 2 m. The circular tower also recorded
several subsequent construction phases that
appeared to be the product of a constant attack
on the defense of Medun at this site during the
rule of the Ottoman Empire.

Excavations on building 1 did not provide
sufficient information on its appearance. It is
a building with a rectangular base measuring
5x 11 m, which probably relied on the remains
of older architecture, but in the western and
northern part it was completely destroyed while
in the eastern and southern it was founded on
bedrock.

To the west of the acropolis lies the
central and some 5 m lower part of the Medun
fortress. It covers only two buildings, which
also date from the period of the last Turkish
occupation (Fig. 3). Building 2, of rectangular
shape with a cistern in its lower part has not
been excavated. On its western wall, there is
a building 3, interpreted as a headquarters, ie
the main administrative building of the fortress
from the time of the Turkish occupation. This
building, with a trapezoidal base and measuring
7.30x 6.50 m (Fig. 5), was built using stone and
yellow clay to which a small amount of lime was

6 Based on Hator’s engraving from 1876, about that
Petrovi¢ 2012, 17 and further.
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CjeBepHo op objekaTta 2 n 3 Hanase ce
CTENeHuLUTa, a joll jefiHO je PerucTpoBaHoO w
Ha jyro3anagHom yrny objekra 3, Kao AMpPeKTHa
Besa ca orbuM aujenom Tephase.

ST

Cn.6. OcTauu KMKNONCKMX 3UA0BA KOg, Kyne 2
Fig. 6. Remains of cyclopean walls at the tower 2

JeanHu ctapuju TparoBu y LEHTPasHOM
Avjeny yTephera HafjeHu Cy y COHAN NOCTaBIbEHO]
y J3yrny o6jekTa 3 raje je Haf)eH cnoj aaToBaH
CpebpHMM HOBLIEM Yy NoyeTak 16. cTosbeha.

Ha HajHuxem nnaToy Koju YnHu Hajsehy
NOBPLLMHY roptbe TBpfjaBe UCTpaxmuBana ce camo
3anapHa kyna (kyna 2). Ko oBe kyne u paHuje
cy youeHe fiBuje pase,’ cTapuja, NpaBoyraoHux
aumMeHsmja 3,30 x 2 M n Mnaha, NnonykpyxHa
Kyna Koja ce J0BOAM Y Be3y C TYpCKOM 06HOBOM.
CnojeBun y 0BOj KynHW, HaXanocT, HUCY 6Un y
noTnyHocTW cadyyBaHu. Kyna je Ha 3anagHoj
CTpaHu, npuje weHe caHauuje 2010. roauHe,
6una npobujeHa Te ce BehinHa cnojesa o6pylumna
npoLecom eposuje.

7 Mujosuh, KoBauesuh 1975, 115.
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added. The floor in it was wooden except in the
part of the entrance where 1.40 m wide and 3 m
long the stone path were preserved.

The finding of a ceramic water pipe
under the floor of building 3 proves that the
functions of both buildings were planned in
advance. The pipe was placed in the east-west
direction and conducted water from the cistern
to the drinking fountain that was used from the
outside of the building on the lower plateau of
the fortification. In this way, water consumption
was controlled by the administrative building.
The rich archeological material, which mostly
consists of metal parts of military uniforms,
weapons and war equipment, also shows that
building 3 was a command building.

To the north of buildings 2 and 3 there
are staircases and another one is registered on
the southwest corner of building 3 as a direct
connection with the lower part of the fortress.

The only older traces in the central part of
the fortification were found in a probe placed in
the SW corner of building 3, where a layer dated
with silver coins from the beginning of the 16th
century was found.

On the lowest plateau, which makes up
the largest area of the upper fortress, only the
western tower (tower 2) was explored. Two
phases’ have been observed in this tower before,
the older one, with rectangular dimensions
of 3.30 x 2 m, and the younger, semicircular
tower, which is connected with the Turkish
reconstruction. Unfortunately, the layers in this
tower have not been completely preserved. The
tower on the west side, before its reconstruction
in 2010, was damaged and most of the layers
collapsed due to erosion.

Based on the preserved data, we have not
been able to date with certainty the phase of the
rectangular tower, although some findings point
to the 14th century. Not far from its foundations,
highly fragmented archaeological material has
been discovered that can be dated to the 7th
century, so the dilemma remains whether the
tower dates from the early Byzantine or the late
Middle Ages.

7  Mnjosuh, Kosauesuh 1975, 115.
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Ha ocHoBy cauyyBaHWX nopjartaka
HMjecMO ycnjenu ca curypHowhy aatoBatu
(asy npaBoyraoHe Kyne, Mako Cy HeKu Hanasu
ynyhusanu Ha 14. ctomehe. Hefjaneko of HeHux
TeMesba OTKPUBEH je jak0 YCUTHEH MaTepijan Koju
Ce MOXe Be3aTu 3a 7. cTosbehe, na ctora ocraje
Avnema Aia in Kyna noTuye u3 paHoBHU3aHTHjcKor
WAW U3 Nepuoja KacHor cpefHer Bujexa.

HajcTapuju ocTauu perucTpoBaHu Kog, Kyne
2.cy AjenoBm T3B. UnMpCKor egema (chn. 6). OHu
Ce Hanase Ha OKO Nnona MeTpa UCnog Temesba
npaBoyraoHe Kyne, Ha CaMOM [iHY CTHjeHe Koja
Harnio naga npemMa sanagy. KoHcTpykumja aupaa
CayyBaHOr Y BUCUHU OA 1 M U AYXUHU 2,5 M je
KapakTepucTu4Ha 3a Taj nepuog. CacToju ce of,
HacnaraHux HeobpafeHux KaMeHux 610KOBa,
YKNOM/bEHUX Y XMBY CTUjeHy. [pasHuHa nsmehy
3uJia ¥ CTUjeHe nonyreHa je 3eMJ/boM 1 BEJIMKOM
KOJTMYUHOM XEeNIeHUCTUYKOr KepaMuykor
MaTepujana fatoBaHor y 3-2. ctorbehe npuje
HOBe epe.

HoBuM Hanasuma ca uctpaxusara 2020.
rofuHe AjeNMMUYHO je ynoTnyHeHa UcTopmjcka
cnuka MegyHa. [la je rpag Ha BpXy rpebeHa
nogurHyT y 4-3. ctosbehy n. H. e., Kako cy
npeTnocTae/ban U paHuju ucTpaxusaumn,® caga
noTBphyjy U apXeonoLKn Hanasu, ann Tek Ha
0CHOBY Byayhunx UCTpaXxuBarba MOXEMO FrOBOPUTH
0 BEJIMYMHU 1 06111KY Mnnpckor MeTeoHa kao 1
HeroBoj ynosu y Unmpckom kpasmeBCTBY. HakoH
ycrioctas/barba MuUpa y npoBuHLUMjM [anmaumju,
MepyH je 610 faneko of PUMCKIUX KOMyHUKaLMja
W ApXKaBHUX UHTepeca. U3 Tor pasnora uMamo
3HavajaH BpeMeHCKM xujaTyc cBe o 7. cTombeha
H. . Kajia ce, y cKJiafy ca HOBUM UCTOPUjCKUM
OKOJIHOCTMMa, OTBapajy U WTuTe cnopeaHe
KOMyHUKaumje BusaHTujckor yapcrsa.

360r cBOr reocTpateLLKor nonoxaja, MegyH
y CpefHeM BUjeKY NocTaje BaxkHa GopTudukaumja.
Ha To Ham yKkasyje cpefheBjekoBHa TBpfjaBa u3
12-13. cTosbeha Koja ce KOpUCTUIa U KacHuje
cBe Ao cpeguHe 15. ctobeha kaja je npepata
OcmaHcKoM LiapcTBy. YcaM/beHn Hanas ¢ noyeTka
16. cTomeha nHAnUMpa aa cy Typum jesHo Bpujeme
KOPUCTWUAM CTpaTeLw K nonoxaj yrephema jep
je no naga Ckagpa, 6Un0 y rpaHUYHOj 30HM
ca 3eToM n Mnetaykom peny6amkom. Ynpkoc

8 3ppaskosuh 1953, 130.
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The oldest remains registered at tower 2
are parts of the so-called Illyrian rampart (Fig.
6). They are located about half a meter below
the foundation of a rectangular tower at the
very bottom of a rock that falls sharply to the
west. The construction of the wall preserved
in the height of 1 m and the length of 2.5 m
is characteristic for that period. It consists
of stacked rough stone blocks, embedded in
bedrock. The gap between the wall and the
rock is filled with earth and a large amount of
Hellenistic ceramic material dating to the 3rd -
2nd century BC.

The new findings from the excavation in
2020 partially completed the historical picture
of Medun. That the city at the top of the ridge
was built in 4th-3th B.C., as previously thought
by earlier researchers®, is now confirmed
by archaeological findings. But only on the
basis of future excavations we can talk about
the size and shape of the lllyrian Meteon as
well as its role in the lllyrian kingdom. After
the establishment of peace in the province
of Dalmatia, Medun was far from Roman
communications and state interests. For this
reason we have a significant hiatus until the
7th century AD when, in accordance with the
new historical circumstances, the secondary
communications of the Byzantine Empire are
opened and protected.

Due to its geostrategic position, Medun
became an important fortification in the Middle
Ages. This is indicated by the medieval fortress
from 12th-13th century which was used and later
until the middle of the 15th century when it was
handed over to the Ottoman Empire. A lonely find
from the beginning of the 16th century indicates
that the Turks used the strategic position of
the fortress for a while because until the fall
of Skadar, it was in the border zone with Zeta
and the Republic of Venice. Despite historical
sources from the period 16th-19th century®
archaeological indicators give the impression
of an abandoned place. After the establishment
of power in the Balkans, the Ottoman Empire,
like the former Roman Empire, lost interest in
this inaccessible area. The greater need for

8 3ppaskosuh 1953, 130.
9 Metposuh 2012, 279-280.
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UCTOPMjCKMM U3BOpuMa 13 nepuoga 16-19.
cTo/beha,’ apxeoniowku nokasaTe/bn Aajy
yTUCaK HanywwTeHor mjecTa. HakoH yTemesbera
BiacTu Ha bankaHy OcmaHcKo LapcTBo je, nonyT
Hekag Pumckor, n3ryéuno uHTepecoBame 3a
OBaj HenpucTynayaH npeauno. Beha notpeba 3a
TYPCKOM KOHTPOJIOM OBOI NOApYyyja HacTyna ek
1860. roguHe, HenocpegHo npeg LipHoropcko-
TYPCKW paTt Kaga ce MeayH nocrbefru nyTt
o6HaBsba. TpaHcdopmaumje Koje Taga HacTajy
cTBopusie cy KomnaekcaH GopTupukaLuoHu
CUCTEM KOj¥ je Y Haj60sb0j Mjepu 04yBaH M AaHac.

MpeacTaB/ibeHM pesynTaTh Tek Cy KpaTke
HOBOCTM Ca NoYeTKa ucTpaxusara MegyHckor
yTBphera. boraT apxeonowku matepujan he ce
AeTa/bHO aHanu3upaTu U yjeHo C HaCTaBKOM
UCTpaXuBarba AONPUHNjETM 6OJLEM pasyMujeBatby
OBOr KOMM/EKCHOI BULIECNOjHOT HanasuwTa.

9 Metposuh 2012, 279-280.
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Turkish control of this area did not appear until
1860, just before the Montenegrin-Turkish war,
when Medun was rebuilt for the last time. The
transformations that took place then created
a complex fortification system that is best
preserved until today.

The presented results are just short news
from the beginning of the research of the Medun
fortress. The rich archeological material will
be thoroughly analyzed and, together with the
continuation of the excavations, will contribute
to a better understanding of this complex multi-
layered site.
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