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AncTpakT:

Ca JyrouctodHe Hekponone y Cky-
nujy, Yvju BPEeMEHCKM pacnoH caxpa-
bMBakba obyxBaTta nepuoa oOf paHor
| Bujeka H.e. go kpaja IV Bujeka H.e.,
notude obwurbe Martepujana, YrnaBHOM
KepaMunykux npegmeta, mehy kojuma cy
HajOPOjHUNjM KpYa3M 1 XKMXKUKN. Y OBOM pagy
Cy 3acCTyn/beHW WCKIbYYMBO KepaMU4Ku
YHryeHTapujymm n3 rpobosa MHXyMUpaHux
nokojHuka. Op oko 2150 rpobosa
NHXYMUPAHUX MOKOJHUKA YHIyeHTapujymu
Cy OTKpuBeHW y wux 59. LUurb oBor paga
je Aa ynpaBo Kpo3 ynoTpeby kepamuykmx
YHryeHTapujyma y rpobHoM apaHxmaHy
ycrnocTaBu Be3y ca ogpeheHuM acnektuma
noeHTUTeTa ymprior, npuvje cBera ca
CTapoOCHOM rpynomM 1 MofoMm, kKao 1 Aa
M3Hece HeKa 3anaxewa O QYyHKUM)Y,
HaMjeH N CMUCITY HBUXOBOI Kopuhera y
norpebHom 0bpeny u yonwte y norpebHom
KYNTY.

KrbyyHe pujeyu: Kepamuyku
YHIYEeHTapujym, Ckynn, Hekponona,
MHXyMaumja, pyHkumja, HamjeHa, cMucao,
NOEHTUTET.
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The use of ceramic unguentaria in
the funerary cult of the inhumation
burials from the Southeast
necropolis in Scupi

UDK 902.03:666.3-1(497.7)

Abstract:

The Southeast necropolis of Scupi,
with its burials spanning from the begin-
ning of the 1st century C.E. until the end
of the 4th century C.E, is a source of an
abundance of materials, mostly ceram-
ic artefacts, with the greatest prevalence
of jugs and lamps. This study shall focus
only on the ceramic unguentaria found in
the inhumation burials, where these ves-
sels were present in 59 of approximately
2150 graves. The aim of this study is ex-
actly through the use of the ceramic un-
guentaria in the grave arrangement to es-
tablish connection with a certain aspects
of the identity of the dead, mainly their age
group and gender, and to make certain
interpretation about the function, purpose
and meaning of their use in the funerary
rites, and in the funerary cult in general.

Key words: Ceramic unguentarium,
Scupi, necropolis, inhumation, function,
purpose, meaning, identity.
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YBop

JyrouctoyHa Hekponona y Ckynujy,
ynje caxpaHe oOyxBaTajy BPEMEHCKU
pacroH y nepuody of nodvetka | Bujeka
H.e. 00 Kpaja |V Bujeka H.e, ca OTKPMBEHUX
otnpunuke 5200 rpobHUX  ujenuHa,
Kpemauuvje u uHXymaumje, npegcrasiba
jeaHy og Hajborbe UCTpakeHUX Hekponona
13 pumckor nepuoga yonwTe Ha bankany.'

Y TOoKy oBa 4eTupu BUjeKa,
BupuTyanHa npakca WHXymaumje u Kpe-
MaLuje Ha OBOj HeKpornonu ersucrTupana
je y pasnuuMtomMm peumnpouuTeTy n npatu
ce oA wHuumjanHo O6pojuyaHe Hagmohw
Kpemauuje y NnpBoM BUjeKy OO NocTeneHe
noTnyHe JOMWHauMje WHXymauuje vy
kKacHom |V Bujeky.

N3 rpobosa notuve oburbe marte-
pujana, yrnaBHOM KepamMuyknx npegmeTa,
mMefly Kojuma cy HajbpojHUjKU Kpyasn u
Xuwxun. Mako je rotoBO MAEHTUYHU pUTY-
anHu obpen, 3acTynrbeH ca jeAHOPOAHUM
Marepujanom, OTKpUBEH nofjeqHako un y
Kpemaumjama 1 y uHXymaumjama, Hawa
NCTpaXkmBara Cy NPBEHCTBEHO yCMjepeHa

Ha npoyyaBake WHXymauuja. W3bop
MHXYMUpaHux rpoboBa npegwaun jep
ce ca KpemupaHuMm ocTauuma ryéwu

Benukn 6poj uHdopmauunja BesaHuX 3a
CTapoCcT W Mnon ympror, a ca wuma ce
rybm n mMoryhHOCT HUXOBOI MOBe3VBaHa
ca ogpeheHum TUNOM WU  NO3ULMjOM
rpobHor npunora y camom rpoby. Ucto
Tako, YMHW ce [a je oA KIby4HOr 3Hadvaja
M no3HaBawe fornke pacnopehrBamwa
rpobHMX gapoBa y OA4HOCY jaMe u Tujena
NPEMUHYNOr Koja je WHOUKaTMBHa Y
rpoboBMMa ca MHXymauumjom, a Koja ce
MOXOa penpoaykyje m y dyHepapHOM
NpOCTOpY KpemmnpaHux rpobosa, NOroToBo
eTaXKHor Tuna.

Y oBOM pagy cy 3acTynibeHu
NUCKIbYYMBO KepaMW4ku YHryeHTapujymu
OTKpMBEHU Yy rpoboBUMa ca MHXYMaLMjoM

1 JosaHoBa Jl., 2015,
CTapuvjom nutepaTypom).

16-17 (ca HaBegeHOM

76

Introduction

The Southeast Necropolis of Scupi,
with approximately 5200 discovered grave
units, cremationsandinhumationsincluded,
is one of the most extensively researched
necropolises from the Roman period in
the Balkans, with the burial period span-
ning from the beginning of the 1st century
C.E. until the end of the 4th century C.E."

During these four centuries the bir-
itual practice of inhumations and crema-
tions coexisted in this necropolis with a
varying ratio, and it can be traced from the
initial prevalence of the cremations during
the 1st century to a complete domination of
inhumations at the end of the 4th century.

The graves have been a source of
an abundance of materials, with the great-
est frequency of ceramic items, including
jugs and lamps. Having in mind that almost
identical rites using homogenous material
has been identified both in the cremations
and the inhumations, we have focused our
research mainly on the study of inhuma-
tions. We have also opted for studying the
inhumation graves because the cremations
tend to lose a great deal of information re-
garding the departed age and gender, de-
priving us of the opportunity to identify the
type or the position of the grave offerings
within the graves. Another crucial factor
seems to be the understanding of the ar-
rangement logic of the grave offerings in
respect to the pit and the body, which is
more evident in the inhumation graves,
and could have also been mirrored in the
funerary space of the graves with crema-
tion, especially of the double storey type.

This study shall focus only on the
ceramic unguentaria found in graves with
inhumations from the Southeast Necropo-
lis of Scupi (fig. 1).2 These vessels have
1 JoBaHoBa J1., 2015, 16-17 (with referred older lit-
erature).

2 The presented data and statistical analysis refer

to the plots 160/2, 925 and 934, where approxi-
mately 4300 graves have been discovered in the
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n3 JyrounctouyHe Hekponone y Ckynujy
(Cn. 1).2 Og oko 2150 wHXYMUpaAHUX
rpoboBa, 0BU CygoBU Cy OTKpPUBEHW y 59,
LWITO NpeacTtaeba 2,7% ujenuHe, 0aHOCHO
4,8% op rpoboBa Koju cagpxe Kepamuyike
npwunore.?

Linre oBor paga je oa ce ynpaso
Kpo3 ynoTpeby KepamMuyikux YHryeHta-
puvjyma y rpobHOM apaHXmaHy ycrnoctasu
noBes3aHoCT ca ogpeheHuM acnekTnma
ngeHTUTETA YMprior, npuje cBera ca
CTapoOCHOM rpynomM 1 MorfioMm, kKao 1 Aa
Ce W3HeCcy Heka 3anaxeha O (yHKUuju,
HaMjeHN N CMUCITY BUXOBOI Kopuwherwa y
norpebHom o6peny v yonwTte y norpebHom
kynty. Acto Tako, Moja pasmarpawa O
HUXOBOj] (PyHeparHoj ynosu Temerbum
yrmaBHOM Ha nMpeTnoctaBuM Jda cy
OHW TMPUMapHO CNYyXWnNn 3a 4yBahe
MUpULSbaBuX yrba u bancama.

Mo3uumja y rpoGHOM apaHXMaHy W
WOEHTUTET ympnor

Kepamnykn  yHreeHTapujymm ca
JyronctoyHe Hekponone Ckynu, npo-
HafeHn cy uCKIby4MBO Yy rpoboBuMma,
OLHOCHO ynoTpunjebrbeHn cy y norpebHmum
obpeanma BesaHUM 3a uvHAMBWUAOYyanHe
rpobHe uenuHe. 3acTynibeHn cy y BULLE
TUMOBA, Of KOjUX CY HajKapaKTepUCTUYHU)K
OHM ca BynbycongHMM TUjeNnoM 1 KpaTkum
Bpatom (cn. 2). Og apyrux Tunosa cpehy
Ce YHryeHTapujymun ca fiyKoBM4yacTum unm
3BOHACTMM TUjeNoM, YHryeHTapujymun ca
KOHYCHUM Tujenom u Oyrum Bpartom (cn.

2 lNpe3eHTOBaHM Mogauu U cTatucTudke obpage
ofHoce ce Ha napuene 160/2, 925 1 934, roe je y
nepuogy of 2008 o 2012 roanHe UCTpaXeHO OKO
4300 rpoboBa. Hocunau, nporpama uctpaxusara
je Mysej Ha rpag Ckonje nop pykosogcTtsom Jl.
JoBaHoBe, KkycToca-casjeTHuka y My3sejy, kojoj
y OBOj MpUNuUM 3axBarbyjeM Ha YCTYNSbeHOM
mMaTepwujany.

3 OpHoc npucycTBa KepaMuUYKuX yHryeHTapujyma
Kao rpobHMx npunora y rpoboBuMa MHXyMUPaHUX
1 cnarbeHNX NoKojHMKa ca JyronctoyHe Hekpornone
y Ckynujy je npunuyHo wusjegHayeH (TepeHcke
berbeLuke).
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Cn. 1 'pob 2883 nocrie omeaparba
Fig. 1 Grave 2883 after opening

been discovered in 59 of approximate-
ly 2150 inhumations, which are 2.7%
of the total number of graves, or 4.8%
of the graves with ceramic offerings.?

The aim of this study is exactly
through the use of the ceramic unguen-
taria in the grave arrangement to estab-
lish connection with a certain aspects of
the identity of the dead, mainly their age
group and gender, and to make certain
interpretation about the function, purpose
and meaning of their use in the funerary
rites, and in the funerary cult in general.
In addition, | mainly base my interpreta-
tions regarding their funerary role on the

period from 2008 until 2012. The research program
was conveyed by the Museum of the City of Skopje,
conducted by L. Jovanova, a consulting custodian
of the Museum, and hereby | extend my gratitude
to her for the provided material.

3 The ratio of presence of ceramic unguentaria as
grave offerings in the inhumation and cremation
graves from the Southeast necropolis of Scupi is
fairly balanced (terrain notes).
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Cn. 2 YHeyeHmapujym u3 epoba 3534
Fig. 2 Unguentarium from grave 3534

3) n yHryeHTapujymmn y obnuky boue ca
N3OYXXEHUM TUjeNIOM U KpaTKMM BpaTtoM
(Cn. 4).

XpoHonoLwlka getepmuHaumja mucn-
UTaHUX NpuMjepaka rnokasyje Oa je OKo
40% opf wux gatosaHo go npenasa Il — 1l
BUjeka, ogHocHo Behu guo y Il Bujek, ook
ce Ha npenasy Il — Il Bujeka n y npBoj
nonosuHun |ll Bmjeka HmxoBa OGpoOjHOCT
nosehasa Ha 60%. Op gpyre nonosuHe lll
BMjeKa OHU ce BULLE He jaBrbajy. porpec
6pojHoCTM ce noBehaBa ca kopuwhewem
NHXyMaumje kao norpebHor putyca y ToKy

Il v Ha npenaay Il — Il Beka.
Y  3aBucCHOCTM of  nokauuje
pasnukyjeMo [[OBa OCHOBHa HayuHa

nonarawa yHryeHTapujyma y rpob: 1) yH-
ryeHTapujymMu y YHyTpawHOCTK camor
rpoba (jama, KOHCTpyKUMja), NOSOXKEHN Ha
AOHEM HUBOY, OQHOCHO Ha UCTOM HUBOY
ca MOKOjHUKOM, U Y HEroBoj HeNnocpenHoj
BNN3nHU 1 2) yHryeHTapujymun nocTaBrbeHu
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Cn. 3 YHeyeHmapujym u3 epoba 2299
Fig. 3 Unguentarium from grave 2299

assumption that they have been primarily
used for keeping aromatic oils and balms.

Position in the grave arrangement and
the identity of the deceased

In the Southeast Necropolis of Scu-
pi the ceramic unguentaria have been
discovered exclusively in the graves, i.e.
used during the funerary rites connected
to individual grave units. Several types ap-
peared, while the more characteristic are
the ones with a bulbous body and a short
neck (fig. 2). The other represented types
are the unguentaria with an onion or bell-
shaped body, followed by the ones with
a conical body and a long neck (fig. 3),
and the ones shaped as a bottle with an
elongated body and a short neck (fig. 4).

The chronological determination
of the examined items shows that ap-
proximately 40% are dated in the period



Nrop KYBMAHOCKW, Ynotpeba...

Nova anticka Duklja VIII, 2017.,

Ha roOpHeM HMBOY FPOBHUX jama unu
KOHCTpyKUMja, OBMYHO nocre HMXOBOr
3aTBapawa, Hajuewhe y camom yrny
nopeg noknonua wnn AWPEKTHO W3Haz
Hera, y Toky caxpaHe. Of wux ce u3geaja
jeaHa mana rpyna rpobosa, raje cy OHu
OTKPUBEHU Mano BulLe MU3Hag MOKPUBHON
HMBOA rPOBHMX KOHCTPYKUMja, WTo 61 6mo
nokasaTerb 3a KacHuje KynTHe pajte
n3Hag rpoba.

Kepamuykn  yHryeHTapmjymm Ha
OOHEM HMBOY Mope[ CKeneTHMX octaTaka
Cy 3anedyaheHu y TpeHyTKy nonarawa
NOKOjHMKa Yy rpob. OTkpuBeHu cy y 46
rpoboBsa. Hajuewhe ce Hanase nopea
Hory, nocebHO Ko cTomana, AOK Cy
oCTanu pa3mMelUTeHn OKO Top3a M rnase.
O6u4yHOo ce jaBrbajy Kao jeanHu npunor y
rpoby (14), ook cy c ocTanum cyaoBuMma
Hajyewhe kKomOumHOBaHM ca [f[Ba Kp4ara
(14) n ca jegHum «kpyarom (7). Kowm-
OvHaumje ca Kpyasuma MOry cagpxartu
n pgpyre cygose (Hajyewhe  Xuxkuw,
WOrbe, YUHWje, CTaKMNeHn  CydoBM).
YHreeHTapujymm Mory 6utn KoMGMHOBaHM
MW ca ApyrMMm TUNOBMMa CygoBa Kao LUTO
cy amdope (1), worbe (1), yYuHuje (2),
cTtakneHn cygosu (2) u xmxum (3). Ha
ropteM HMBOY cy OoTKpuBeHu y 13 rpobosa,
0OMYHO nouupaHu y npegeny wu3Hag
rmaBe, HOTY WUIK LieHTpanHo usHag rpoba.
Ty je yHryeHTtapujym Hajdewhe jegmHu
npunor y rpoby (8) unu je koMbnuHoBaH ca
Xmkumma (3), ca gBa kpyara m xumkkom (1)
unu ca jegHum kpyarom (1). MNMoctaBrbeHn
npunosn mMory OuTu 3ajegHo rpynucaHu
unu pasgujerbeHn y rpobHoM npocTopy.
Kop ogpeheHor 6poja npumepa Ha AOHEM
N FOPHEM HWUBOY, Y j€AHOj UCTOj rPOBHO]
LEenuHn cy nocTtaBrbeHn no aga (5) nnu
TpU yHreeHTapujyma (2), UCKIby4MBO KOA
oApacnunx NoKojHMKa.

3acTynrbeHn cnyvajeBu  YHryeH-
Tapujyma noCTaBibeHUX [orbe nopeq
MOKOjHUKA, He NOKasyjy UCKIby4nBYy MOSHY
N CTapOCHY aAudepeHunjaly y ogHOCY Ha
MPUCYCTBO WM no3uuuje yHryeHtapujyma y
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Cn. 4 YHeyeHmapujym u3 epoba 5101
Fig. 4 Unguentarium from grave 5101

until the turn of the 2nd into 3rd century,
with most of them being dated in the 2nd
century, while their numbers increase to
60% at the turn of the 2nd into 3rd cen-
tury and the first half of the 3rd century,
thus completely disappearing in the sec-
ond half of the 3rd century. The number
progression rises with the use of inhu-
mation as a burial rite during the 2nd and
at the turn of the 2nd into 3rd century.

In terms of their location, two ba-
sic methods of placing the unguentaria in
the grave can be distinguished: 1) unguen-
taria placed in the grave interior (the pit,
the construction) at the lower level, i.e. at
the same level with the deceased, imme-
diately next to them, and 2) unguentaria
placed on the upper level of the grave pits
or constructions, usually after they have
been sealed, mostly at the corner next to
the cover, or directly on the top. They were
placed during the funeral. In a small group
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rpoby, OCUM LUTO Ce MOXE YOUUTU U3BECHA
OpojyaHa Hagmoh wmnagux wHAMBMAOYA
no 30 rogmHa, nogjegHako MYLUKUX W
XKEHCKMX, Kao M djeyjux, oagHOCHO rpobosa
HoBopoheH4Yaaun. CneumdunyHu npumjep je
Aa of neT cnyyajeBa nopen nujese Hore
(korbeHo, ByTHa KOCT) YeTupu npunagajy
XeHckMm ocobama, AoK ABa npumjepa Ha
ropkeM HMBOY W3HAL nujeBor cronana
npynagajy Mnagum  Mylikapuuma o
30 roguHa. OHM OCTaBIbEHU HA FOPHEM
HWBOY Cy BULLE KOL OLPAaCiNX N XXEHCKUX
NMOKOjHMKa. Tunonowka pasHOBPCHOCT
YHIyeHTapujyma reHepanHo Huje Kapa-
KTepucTMyHa 3a oppeheH acnekt wua-
€HTUTETa MOKOjHUKA, OCUM MOXAa Kop,
OHMX y 0bnuky Goue Koju OOMWHMpPajY
KOA4 MIagux Mylukapaua v XeHa. JeguHo
Cy YHryeHTapujymmn ca KOHYCHUM Tujernom
W gyror Bpata OTKPMBEHW WUCKIbYYMBO Y
rpoboBmMma xeHa, BEAMHOM CTapujux og
30 roguum (Cn. 5).

#7

B
E

3

Cn. 5 pob 1990 nocne omeapama
Fig. 5 Grave1990 after opening
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of graves, they were found above the cov-
er level of the grave construction, which
would imply that they were used in a sub-
sequent ritual act performed on the grave.

The ceramic unguentaria found at
the base level next to the skeletal remains
were sealed at the moment when the body
was laid in the grave. They have been dis-
covered within 46 of the referred graves.
They were usually found around the legs,
especially next to the feet, while the re-
maining ones were positioned around the
torso and the head. They are usually found
as the only offering in the grave (14), while
in the other graves they are found either in
a combination with two jugs (14), or with
one jug (7). The combinations with jugs
sometimes include other vessels (mainly
lamps, but also cups, plates/bowls, glass
vessels). The unguentaria can be found in
a combination with other types of vessels,
such as an amphora (1) a cup (1), a plate/
bowl (2), glass vessels (2) and a lamp (3).
At the upper level they have been found in
13 graves, usually located at the area of
the head, the legs, or centrally above the
grave. In these cases the unguentarium is
usually the only grave offering (8), or it was
found in a combination with a lamp (3), with
two jugs and a lamp (1), or with one jug (1).
The offerings were found either grouped
or scattered within the grave area. In a
certain number of examples at the upper
and lower level, one and the same grave
unit could contain two (5) or three unguen-
taria (2), all belonging to adult deceased.

The represented items do not re-
veal an exclusive gender and age differ-
entiation regarding the presence and the
position of the unguentarium within the
grave, except for a slight prevalence of in-
dividuals younger than 30, with equal ratio
of males and females, as well as children
graves, i.e. graves of the newborns, where
they were placed at the base level next to
the body. One specific is that in four out of
five cases of their placement next to the
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dyHKUMja, HAMjeHa U cMUcao

Kepamnykn yHryeHtapujymn (6an-
camapuvju) cy jegaH op Yyobu4dajeHux
npeameTa Koju ce jaBrbajy mehy rpoGHuM
Npunosvma XeneHUCTUYKor u paHOPUMCKOT
nepuoga. [lapanenHo ca KepamuU4kum
ynoTpebrbyjy ce U CTakneHn yHryeHTapum-
jyMW KOju MX KacHuje rotoBo 3amjemyjy.*
HouxoBa (pyHKUMja je Y N3BECHOM CMUCHY
ncta, mMehyTum WCKIbydeHu Ccy K3 oBe
ctyouje 36or npupode  martepujana
npegmeTta Koju ce oBge obpahyjy, anu
nnak mory ce ynotpujebutn y nasohewy
HEKMX OMWTUX 3akrby4aka.®

OBwu cynoBwu cy npuje cBera Cnyxunm
3a Ogpxake TEeYHOCTM jayer BMCKO3UTETa
Kao WTO Cy yrbe wunu med, annm u 'y
KOo3meTuuu, Hajudewhe 3a napdvMmupaHa
y/ba W JIOCMOHEe, UnuM Yy MeguumHCKe
cBpxe. Xemunjcke M PuU3nYke aHanuae
M3BPLUEHE Ha CayyBaHWUM CcyncTtaHuama
ogpeheHnx npumjepaka, nokasyjy ga ce
reHepanHo paguM O CTaHOapau30BaHoj
CafpXWHW Koja je apoMaTU4Ha no npupoau,
OOHOCHO Oa cy KopuwheHu 3a 4vyBahe
MUPpULWSIBaBUX  yIba,  NapuMmucaHmx
OUIbHUM  eKCTpakTMMa, HajBulle Mac-
nuHoBor u Goposor nopwujekna.” Huje
NO3HaTO [anu Cy CBW Halln CygoBW OBOT
TMNa CRY>XWUNW 3a YyBake MUPULLIbaBUX
yrba. Moryhe je pga cy npumepum ca
Beh1M KanaunTeToM, KapaKTePUCTUYHM 3a
KacHWju nepuod, cagpxasanu Bogy vnu
BMHO, 3aTO WITO Cy OBMYHO OEemnoHOBaHM
cammn y rpoby, OOK cy Mawu uYewhe
NPUAPY>XEHN Ca jegHMM WM ABa Kpyara.
Mpumjep u3 pedvjer rpoba 3262 roe je
jebaH on OBa CTakfeHa yHryeHtapujyma

4 Anderson-Stojanovi¢ V. R., 1987, 113.

5 Xewmwjcke aHanuse o4yBaHWX CynCTaHUM MoKa-
3yjy [Oa YHIBEHTapujym wuako pasnuuutu no
mMaTepujany (cTakno, kepamuka), opme 1 npo-
BUHMEHLM]je, nnaKk gene CNUYHOCTM Yy OOHOCY Ha
tuxoBe cagpxuHe: Mortensen J. L., 2014, 80-81.

6 Anderson-Stojanovi¢ V. R., 1987., 115-116.

7 Anderson-Stojanovi¢ V. R., 1987, 116; Lafli E.,
2003, 152; Cool H.E.M., 2006, 64; Mortensen J. L.,
2014, 80-81.
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left leg (knee, thigh), the buried individuals
are female, while the two examples of their
placement at the upper level above the left
foot are men younger than 30. The ones
found at the upper level are mostly in adult
and female graves. The typological diver-
sity of the unguentaria is not considered
as generally characteristic for a certain as-
pect of the deceased identity, except may-
be of the ones shaped as a bottle, which
have a dominant presence at the graves of
young men and women. Only the unguen-
taria with a conical body and a long neck
have been found exclusively in female
graves, most of them older than 30 (fig. 5).

Function, purpose and meaning

The ceramic unguentaria are some
of the usual artefacts found among the
grave offerings in the Hellenistic and the
Early Roman period. The ceramic un-
guentaria were in parallel use with the
glass ones, which will almost replace the
former in the later periods.* They have a
more or less uniform function, but they
have been excluded from this study
due to the nature of the production ma-
terial of the items elaborated here, al-
though they can still make some contri-
bution to certain general conclusions.®

These vessels mainly served for
storing liquids with greater viscosity, such
as the oils and honey, but usually for stor-
ing perfumed oils and lotions used in cos-
metics or in medicine.® The chemical and
physical analysis of the preserved sub-
stances from certain items reveal a gen-
erally standardized contents with aromatic
nature, i.e. they have been used for keep-

4 Anderson-Stojanovi¢ V. R., 1987, 113.

5 The chemical analysis of the preserved substanc-
es reveals that although the unguentaria may differ
in terms of the production material (glass, ceram-
ics), shape and provenance, they still share some
similarities in terms of their contents: Mortensen J.
L., 2014, 80-81.

6 Anderson-Stojanovi¢ V. R., 1987., 115-116.
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npoHalheH Koa AecHor pameHa ca OTBOPOM
y rnpaBuy MOKOjHUKOBUX YCTa, Nnokasyje aa
Cy ¥ npuMjepum ca MakuM peumnmjeHTomM
CNYXUNN 3a 4yBake oOcBexaBajyhux
HanuTaka, Kao AMO MOHyJa ca XpaHOM U
nuhem Koje cy bune nokonaHe ca MpTBuMa
3a HUXOBO Kopuwhewe Yy 3arpobHOM
XUBOTY.

lMojaBa yHryeHTapujyma y rpob-
OBMMa cyrepuvwe 3HayajHy ynoTpeby

apoMaTUYHUX W 3a4UHEHUX yIba Y
norpebHnUmM  puTyanuma, u4umja TadvHa
dyHKUMja jow HMje pasjawreHa Yy

A0BOSBLHO|] Mjepu. M3 nucaHmx nsBopa Ham
je nosHaTto da cy ce mMupulIbasa yrba
Kopuctuna y ceuMm norpebHum dasama,
npuje cBera y norpebHoOM crnpemamy
Tvjena, 3a HeroBo rnomasawe. [lloctoje
NHOUUMje aa cy ce apomaTuyHe cyncTaHue
KopucTune 1 y Toky norpebHe npouecuje
Kaga je Tvjeno HoweHo npema rpobrby.8
OHO WwTO Ham je, MehyTnUM, apxeonoLlKu
curypHo notepheHo, je ynotpeba yH-
ryeHTapvjymMa u MupulrbaBux yrba 3a
BpujeMe nonarawa y 3emsby, npu yemy
HeKW NpeTnocTaBsbajy Aa yHryeHTapujymu
OCTaBSbEHW Nopen Tujena nokasyjy ga je
MOKOjHMK BMO nomasaH Kog rpobHor mecTta
nnn y camom rpo6y.°

JOMWHAHTHKU  Bpoj  KepaMUYKMX
YHIyeHTapujyma npoHaneHnx y YHyTpa-
WHOCTM TPOBHMX KOHCTPyKUMja, Kao u
aHanusa yKynHor kepammykor matepumjana
y KOMe je oOcCTaBfbaHa XpaHa u nuhe
yMpSioM, uay y Npunor npeTnocrasum ga
Cy OHW Ty MNOCTaBfbEHU Kao BUjaTUKYM
ca KOojuM ce KOpucTe Aayue MpTBUX Y
HMXOBOM MyTOBaky A0 noasemsba. OHu

8 Ynotpeba apomMaTuyHMX CyncTaHum y TOKy npo-
Lecuje, kaga ce nanuno TaMjaH 1 rgje cy ce MpTeadka
HOcuMna npckana MMpuLlIbaBuM yrbem, noTepheHa
je y paHum pabuHckMM TekcToBuma u3 ManectuHe
[l n Il Beka, raje je v npoHaheHa 3HavajHa KonMynHa
KEpaMUYKUX W CTaKMNeHUX YHryeHTapujyma vy,
3anpaBo, CWUMHO POMAaHW30BaHOM (OyHEpPapHOM
KOHTEKCTY jeBpejcknx rpobHux mjecta: Green D.,
2008, 163.

9 Slane W. Kathleen - Walbank E. H. Mary, 2006,
386.

82

ing aromatic oils, perfumed with herbal
extracts, mostly of olive or pine origin.” It
has not been confirmed whether all of our
vessels of this type were used for keeping
aromatic oils. The items with greater ca-
pacity, characteristic for the subsequent
period, might have contained water or
wine, because they were deposited in the
graves alone, while the smaller ones are
usually accompanied by one or two jugs.
The example of the infant grave 3262,
where one of the two glass unguentaria
was found next to the right shoulder with
its opening turned towards the mouth of
the deceased, reveals that even the items
with a smaller receptacle served for stor-
ing refreshing beverages and were buried
with the dead as a part of the food and
drink offerings to be used in the afterlife.

The presence of unguentria in the
graves suggests that the burial rites in-
volved a significant usage of aromatic
and spicy oils, although their exact func-
tion has not been adequately clarified.
The written sources reveal that the aro-
matic oils were used in all of the funerary
phases, starting with the funerary ritual
of washing and embalming of the body.
There are indications that the aromat-
ic substances also had a role during the
funerary procession, when the body was
taken to the cemetery.® One of the archae-
ologically confirmed facts is the use of un-
guentaria and aromatic oils upon lowering
the body into the ground, with some as-
sumptions that the unguentaria left next to
the body shows that it was embalmed next

7 Anderson-Stojanovi¢ V. R., 1987, 116; Lafli E.,
2003, 152; Cool H.E.M., 2006, 64; Mortensen J. L.,
2014, 80-81.

8 The use of aromatic substances during the pro-
cession, which involved incense burning and sprin-
kling of aromatic oils on the hearse, has been con-
firmed by the early 2nd and 3rd century Rabbi texts
from Palestine, where a significant quantity of ce-
ramic and glass unguentaria have been discovered
in an otherwise strong Romanized context of the
Jewish burial grounds: Green D., 2008, 163.
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Nova anticka Duklja VIII, 2017.,

KOju Cy OCTaBIfbEHU Ha TOPHEM HUBOY,
nopen rpobHe KOHCTpyKuuje, mory 6utu
objallreHn ga KOpUCTe NOKOJHUKY Y UICTOM
UuIby, Kao jedHO wwupe pasymeBake O
MecTy GopaBka yMpnor y cknony Kynta
rpobHOr mecTta, 0AHOCHO BjepoBak-€ Aa je
rpob domus aeterna Tvjena nokojHWKa 1 aa
OH 0bu1TaBa yBeK Y HeroBoj 6rnma3unHu, WTo je
nocebHo noTBpheHo npumepuma rpobosa
4563 n 4617 rgje cy oBu CyaoBU y3ngaHu
y MantepHu BujeHay Koju obpybrbyje
rpobHu noknonad. JeguHa pasnuka je Wwro
CY OHW Ty NOCTaBIibEHW MOCIe 3aTBapake
noknornua, OgHOCHO MOcCfe MCMywaBakwa
rpobHe jame 3eMrbOM M OHAa HakHagHO
3atpnaHn. Huje wuckrbydyeHa MoryhHocT
Aa ce y TOKy caxpaHe HuMa BpLUUIIO
nMBauMoHO U3NuBawe Yy YacT MpPTBUX
unu npegaka, 3ato wTo je gobap Aeo
HbUX npoHaheH y nexehem nonoxajy,
LWTO MOXe 6uTn n pesynrtat HecTabunHe
OCHOBe Maror fHa, a 3aTuM OCTaBIbEHU
y rpoby ca cumbonnyHoOM HamjeHOM fa
KOpUCTE YMPIIOM.

Y Tpu cnyyaja yHryeHtapujymu
Cy npoHaheHn Ha BuWEM HWBOY W3Hag
rpobHOr noknonua WTO  MMAAMUMpa
HUXOBY ynoTpeby HaKoH 3aBpLueTka
norpebHMX akTMBHOCTU, OAHOCHO Yy TOKY
HEeKMX Of KOMeMOpaTUBHUX [ellaBara
(Cn. 6). Manwu 6poj oBu1X NpuMjepa He MOXe
O1TK peneBaHTaH 3a 3akiby4ak O peanHom
oncery  u3Bohewa  NOCTyHepanHux
obpena 3aTo WTO Cy ce AeluaBanu nssaH
3aTBopeHe rpobHe ujenuHe, a caMum Tume
cy 6Unu 1 BULLIE N3NOXEHN OECTPYKTUBHUM
ghakTOopuMa unu kpahama.

Y rpo6osuma 1808 n 3710 oHu cy
npoHaheHn Ha 0,10 m n3Hag ueHTpanHor
avjena noknonua wTo ykadyje Ha Onuxy
XPOHOSOLLIKY aKTUBHOCT HAKOH 3aTBapama
rpoba, moxga jow 3a Bpujeme nomeHa
aesetor gaHa (cena novendialis) kaga cy
N3nMBaHe TeYHE XPTBe NpeunmMa, Hajuelhe
yrbe, BUHO unu Boga.'® Mehytum, npumjep

10Y rpo6y 3073 nma cnu4Hu crnyyaj rae je ctakneHu
YHrBEHTApPWjyM, MOCTaBI/bEH MPEeKo Haa3eMHor
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to the grave area or in the grave itself.°

The dominant number of ceramic
unguentaria found within the grave con-
structions, as well as the analysis of the
complete ceramic material used for the
food and drink offerings to the deceased,
provide confirmation to the assumption
that they have been left as a viaticum used
by the souls of the departed ones on their
journey to the underworld. Those left on the
upper level, next to the grave construction,
can also be explained as an offering used
by the departed, providing that we apply a
broader interpretation of the realm of the
dead in the cult of the grave area, i.e. the
belief that the grave is the domus aeterna
of the body of the deceased, and that they
always dwell in their vicinity, which was es-
pecially confirmed with the examples from
graves 4563 and 4617, where these ves-
sels have been embedded into the mortar
bounds wrapped around the grave cover.
The only difference is that they had been
placed here after the cover was closed, i.e.
after the gave-pit had been backfilled and
then additionally covered with earth. We
should also not dismiss the possibility that
they had been used for making the liba-
tion in honour of the dead or the ancestors
during the funeral, because a great deal of
them were found tipped over, although this
might have been also the result from the
instability of the vessel’s small base, and
subsequently left in the grave with a sym-
bolic purpose to be used by the departed.

In three cases the unguentria were
found at a level above the grave cover,
which implies their use after the end of
the funeral, i.e. during some of the com-
memorative events (fig. 6). The small
number of such examples has no rele-
vance in perceiving the actual scope of
the performed post funerary rites, be-
cause they took place outside the en-
closed grave units, making them more

9 Slane W. Kathleen - Walbank E. H. Mary, 2006,
386.
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Urop KYSMAHOCKMW, Ynotpeba...

Cn. 6 'pob 3710 npuje omeaparba

Fig. 6 Grave 3710 before opening

n3 rpoba 4495, y kome cy dparmeHTn
YHrBEHTapujyMa OCTaBIbEHW Ha FOPHEM
HWBOY U3Ha NOKIONLUA Nopes XMBOTUHCKE
koctu, cyrepuwe  moryhe — ocTtatke
3agylwHe xpTtBe/ro3be roe cy nocetumoum
n3spLliaBanu nubawumje unm KoH3ymmpanum
YBPCTY U TeuHy xpaHy." MocTdyHepanHa
aKTMBHOCT Yy OBOM Chy4ajy Hanasu cacsBum
ogroeapajyhy napaneny y caTupU4yHOM
aunjanory JlykujaHa n3 2 Beka “XapoH unu
Mocmatpaun cBujeta”, ragje NPeBO3HUK
MPTBUX N1Ta ncuxornomna Xepmeca:

KameHor Genera, MOCTaBibEH LEHTPanHO W3Hazg
rpoba (TepeHcke Gerbeluke).

11 MoryhHocT ynoTpebe yHrBeHTapujyma Kao
CpeAcTBa 3a HasapasrbuBake M UCNWjake BUHA
Ha rpoby y 4acT NoKojHMKa je npegnoxuna jow B.
AHpepcoH-CTojaHoBMK, ykasyjyhu Ha eTHorpadcku
npumep u3 LipHe [ope raje ce HasgpasrbuBawe
Ha rpoby wu3Bpwasano Yy cyay CrAMYHOM
YHrBEHTapuWjymy, T3H.4OKama uUnm YyokaHye: Ander-
son-Stojanovi¢ V. R., 1987, 121.
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exposed to destructive factors or theft.

In the graves 1808 and 3710 they
have been found 0.10 m. above the central
section of the cover, which indicates that
the activity had a close chronology with the
sealing of the grave, maybe even during
the ninth day commemoration (cena nov-
endialis), when libations were made to the
ancestors, in this case oil, wine or water."°
On the other hand, the example from grave
4495, where unguentarium fragments
were left on the upper level above the
cover next to animal bones, possibly sug-
gests the remains from a funerary offering/
banquet where the visitors made libations
or consumed solid and liquid food."™ The

10 The grave 3073 has a similar case where the
glass unguentarium, placed atop a stone grave
marker, has a central position in respect to the
grave (terrain notes).

11 The possibility for using the unguentaria as a
utensil in making toasts and drinking wine on the
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Nova anticka Duklja VIII, 2017.,

‘A 3awmo Had2pobHe CrIoOMeHUKe...Maxy
MUPUCHUM yrbem? Heku cy noped epobHux
XYMKU Hanoxunu eampy...na 3awmo my
rnarsie HajckyroueHuja jena, a y pyrne nujy
8UHa U, aKo ce He sapam, rnuhe od mrnujeka
u meda?”.'?

Konuko cy oBuM CydoOBU M HMXOBU
cagpxaju BaXKHM 3a MOKOjHMKA, NOSIOXKEHU
HenocpegHo nopen Hera Kao Auo Mno-
rpebHor apaHxmaHa? M3HeweHo je MUL-
bewe Ja Ccy ce MupuwsbaBa yrba
nocraerbana pna 6uM ce nNpukpuo He-
npyjatTHA  MUpUC Tujena y pacnagy,
OOHOCHO Ja ©Ou ce odyBana Herosa
CBEXWHa, Yy CnyyajeBUMa Kag je pyxe
4YyBaHO MPUCYCTBO MpTBaua Mehy xu-
Buma."”® Mnak oBa TBpaHa BULLE y3nma Y
003Mp 4yyna npucyTHUX, Heronu notpebe
camor NoKojHUKa. Y TOM CMUCAY, BaKHOCT
OBWX CyrcTaHaLM 3a NOKOjHUKa, carfnacHo
AHTUYKOM  €CXaTOSIOWKOM  MULLSbEHSY,
nexun y MoryhHocTM pa y4yuHe 6naro-
npujaTHUje HEroBo MyToBawe, OAHOCHO
ynasak y noasemHum ceujet.* Unak, ga
nm je moryhe pa ynotpeba NMKBUOHWUX
mMaTepuwjana y dyHepanHum obpeanma
rpobHor mecTta, nocebHO apoMaTU4HUX
M BUbHUX YyIba, MMa U CheunduyHO
penurnjcko 3Hadewe koje Moxe aa byae
N3y3eTHO BaXHO 3a 3arpobHy cynbuHy
NoKojHWKa. [ljenMMmnyaH oaroBop Moxe ce
oTkputn y OBugunjesnm “Metamopdo3sa-
ma’, y aujeny kaga CyHue nocuna
MUpULLSbaBe apoMe Npeko MpPTBOr Tujena
n rpoba JleBkoToja, raje ce Kaxe:

“Tijelo i mjesto ono mirisljivim nek-
tarom pospe,

Isplace tad se i reCe: "Dosegnuti
ipak ¢e$ nebo".

12 JlyknjaH, XapoH unun nocmatpadu ceujeta, 196.
13 Buawn pacnpasy kog Green D., 2008, 168.

14 Y T[letpoHnjeBom CaTupukoHy (Petronije
Arbiter, Satirikon, XV knjiga, 114) y TpeHyTKy kaga
TpumanxmoH ocMmuLLrbaBa CBOj norped HaBoawu ce:
“Dao je da mu se smjesta otvori bo€ica s nardovom
pomascu i sve nas njome pomaze.- Nadam se -
rekne zatim - da ¢e mi mrtvomu jednako prijati kao
Zivomu.”
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post funerary rites identified in this case
have appropriate parallel in the satirical
dialogue from the 2nd century Charon or
The Observers, written by Lucian, where
the ferryman of the dead asks the psy-
chopomp Hermes about the rituals per-
formed at the grave area: “Then why are
those people... anointing them (stones)
with myrrh, and why are others, who have
built pyres in front of the mounds and
dug a trench, burning those lavish meals
and pouring wine and some honey mix-
ture, it seems to be, into the trenches??

Then, of what importance are these
vessels and their contents to the depart-
ed, placed immediately next to them as
a part of the funerary arrangement? One
of the proposed opinions is that the aro-
matic oils served for concealing the stench
of the decomposing body in order to pre-
serve it fresh as long as the body was
kept exposed among the living."”* Howev-
er, this claim takes into account only the
feelings of those attending the funeral and
not the needs of the departed. In that re-
spect, the significance of these substanc-
es to the deceased, according to the es-
chatology concept of the Antiquity, lays
in possibility to make their journey to the
underworld as pleasant as possible.™ Still,
is there a possibility that the use of liquid
materials in the funerary rituals performed
on the grave area, especially of aromatic
and herbal oils, had a specific religious

grave in the honor of the departed was suggested
by V. Anderson-Stojanovié, basing the assumption
on an ethnographic example from Montenegro,
where the toasts on the grave were made in a ves-
sel resembling the ungunetarium, the so-called
¢okanj or c¢okance: Anderson-Stojanovi¢ V. R,
1987, 121.

12 Lucian, Charon or The Observers, 24.

13 See the discussion in: Green D., 2008, 168.

14 In Petronius’s Satyricon (Petronius, Satyricon,
60), referring to the moment when Trimalchio envi-
sions his funeral: “Then he opened a jar of spike-
nard, smeared a little on each of us, and said, I
hope that when I'm dead | enjoy this as much as
when I'm alive.”
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Nektarom pokropljeno buduci ne-
beskim tljelo

Odmah se rastopi zatim i mirisom
nakvasi zemlju;

Sibljika tamjanova po zemlji pomalo
pusti

Zile i digne se uvis i krunom probije
humak.”®

Y OBMM CTUXOBMMa €BUOEHTHA je
acoumjaumja Ha BacKpCewe M3paxeHa
npeko obpedHor nomasawa Tujena wnu
nocTtnorpebHor Kponsbewa rpobHor me-
cta “HektapoMm Hebeckum” koju he
A0BeCTU 00 TpaHcdopmaumje Tnjena u y3
ynjy he nomoh mptBn mohu ga npobujy
3eMriby U OocerHy Ao HebecHMX BUCKHA.
C Tora, He uckrby4yjeMm MoryhHoOCT ga je
OBaj pereHepatuBaH 3Hadaj 6wo jegaH
o4 HajouMTHMjUX acnekata y ynoTpebu
apoMaTUYHMX CyncTaHuu Yy norpebHoj
NpaKkCcWn aHTUYKOT Nepuoaa.

3akrby4Ha 3anaxasa

Mopen HUXOBE YKIbYYEHOCTU Yy
dyHepanHe o0b6pege ca ypamMrbeHOM
YHKUMJOM W 3Ha4YeH-eM, CIIOXKEeHU Ka-
pakTep OBUX CygoBa OTKpUBA Ce M Npeko
HMXOBE MPUCYTHOCTM Yy rpoby Kao 3Haka
camor no cebu, Koju Moxe ga oburbexu
BULLECIOjHY KOMMJIEKCHOCT MOKOjHUKOBOT
noeHTuTeTa.

3a pasnuky of CTakneHux YH-
ryeHTapuyjymMa Koju Ccy 3acTynSbeHu Y
Behem Opojy Ha Hekponosiama U3 puMcKor
nepuoga, KepamMuyku  YHryeHTapujymu
00M4yHO 3ay3umajy Manu  npoueHar
rpoBHMX Mpurora unu ce CKopo yornwite
He jaBrbajy.'® Tako Ha npumep, VY
Bumunaumjymy og 13000 wucTpaxeHux

15 Publija Ovidija Nasona, Metamorfoze, Cetvrto
pjevanije, stih 250.

16 OBakBa cuTyauuja je nocebHO kKapakTepucTUYHa
3a nojpy.ja Koja cy npuje pumckor ocsojara buna
nog crnabvm yTuuajeM XeneHUCTUYKO-UTarcKux
KynTypHux wumnynca: Anderson-Stojani¢ V. R,
1987, 113.
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meaning which could have had a spe-
cial importance in the afterlife destiny of
the departed? A partial answer could be
hinted in the section of Ovid's The Meta-
morphoses where the Sun sprinkles the
dead body of Leucothoe and her grave
with aromatic ointment, with the follow:

“...he sprinkled the earth, and the
body itself, with fragrant nectar, and, after
much lamenting, said “You will still touch
the air”. Immediately the body, soaked
through with heavenly nectar, dissolved,
steeping the earth in its perfume. Tentative-
ly, putting out roots, the shoot of a tree, res-
inous with incense, grew through the soil,
and pierced the summit of the mound.” °

These verses have an evident as-
sociation of resurrection expressed in the
ritual embalmment (soaking) of the body,
or the post funerary sprinkling of the grave
area with “heavenly nectar”, leading to the
metamorphoses of the body and helping
to break the earthly bounds of the depart-
ed, allowing them to rise and reach for the
heavenly heights. That is why | do not ex-
clude the possibility of this regenerative
property being one of the more important
aspects of the use of aromatic substances
in the funerary practise during the Antiquity.

Final Considerations

The complex character of these ves-
sels, besides being included in a funerary
rites with framed function and meaning, re-
veals itself via their presence in the grave
as token per se, which can mark a multi-
layered complexity of deceased’s identity.

Unlike the glass unguentaria, which
are more frequently presented in the Ro-
man necropolises, the ceramic unguen-
taria usually make a small percentage of
the grave offerings or they are almost not

15 Ovid, The Metamorphoses, Book IV: 250-255,
115.
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Nova anticka Duklja VIII, 2017.,

rpoboBa OHWM cy OTKpuBeHM camo y 19
(20) cnyyajeBa, of Kojux je 5 nHxymaumja,
y EMOHCKMM Hekponona mma camo ABa
npumepka, ook y [okneju, CuHrygyHymy
n  CupMnymy  HuUCy  3acTynribeHwu.'’
Cnvka je ppyradmja y obnactuma OKo
MeguTepaHckor b6aceHa u y pernMoHuma
ca jayoM XefleHUCTUYKOM Tpaguuujom
raje  KepamMuykn YHryeHTapujymum 4YuHe
3HaTaH OMO OnwTe MnoHyge MpTBUMA
n3 rpoboesa pumckor nepuoga.’® borba
3acTynsbeHocT oBux cygoBa y Ckynujy,
KOju ce Hamnasu Ha wWwupoj nepudepuju
OBEe KyNnTyporiowke cdepe, BjepoBaTHO
ayryje ytuuajy megutepaHckor jyra, uuje
KapakTepucTmke JOMUHUPAjy Ha NpocTopy
jyxHo op nposuHumnje [opwe Mesuje
(Ctobun, MapBuHUKM) 1 roe je npucycTBO
OBMX cCygoBa Yy MNOrpebHOM KOHTEKCTY
paneko Behe.' Y Tom cmucny, cacBum
je Moryhe npetnoctaBuTu MOBE3aHOCT
OBe puTyanHe/paputetHe 0cobGeHoCTH
““meguTepaHckor”’ enemeHTa mefhy rpobHUM
npunosuma y Ckynuja ca gocerbeHmumma
N3 OBMX Nogpyvja.

Ca coumo-ekOHOMCKOr  acnekTta
KEpaMUYKN  YHFYEHTapujymum HUCY WH-
AVKaTop OpyLTBEHOr ctaTyca, OL4HOCHO,
cyaehn npema rpobHoj hopmu, npoHahe-
HA Cy KOO pasnuMyunuTux counjanHux
Kateropuja  CKYMNWjCKOr CTaHOBHWLUTBA.
Behn pgmo Hux He nokasyjy Tparose
AyroTpajHor kopuwhewa WTO uvge y
npunor TBpAHkW [a OHW NpPeacTaBrbajy,
HajBjepoBaTHUje, jegHy nocebHy BPCTY,
koja je MacoBHO U1 jedpTMHO nponssoheHa u
HenocpegHo HabGaBrbeHa 3a noTpebe
norpebHux putyana.?’ HomxoB “ctatycHu”
NPeCcTMX MoXda Nnexu Buwe y oUHaHCK-
CKOj TEXMHU CafpXUHEe C Kojom cy Gunn

17 Nikoli¢ S. — Rai¢kovi¢ A., 2008, 328, 332.
18Blegen C. W. — Palmer H. — Young R. S., 1964,
82;Anderson-Stojanovi¢ 1987, 105; Green D.,
2008, 145.

19 Wyp6aHocka M. — 3gpaskoBcku L., 1996, 107;
Hukornosa E., 2008, 260.

20 Anderson-Stojani¢ V. R., 1987, 120.
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present at all.’® In Viminacium, for exam-
ple, they have been found only in 19 (20)
of the 13.000 researched graves, with 5 of
them being inhumation graves, only two
artefacts were found in the Emona necrop-
olises, while in Doclea, Singidunum and
Sirmium they are not represented at all."”
The situation is different in the regions
around the Mediterranean basin and the
regions with the stronger Hellenistic tradi-
tions where the ceramic unguentaria con-
stitute a substantial number of the general
offerings to the dead in the Roman period
graves.” The greater frequency of these
vessels in Scupi, which is located in the
broader periphery of this cultural sphere,
is probably a consequence of the influenc-
es from the Mediterranean south, which
has dominant elements in the area south
of the province of Moesia Superior (Stobi,
Marvinci) and where the presence of these
vessels has a greater prevalence in the
funerary contexts.” In that respect, there
is an absolute plausibility to assumption of
linking this ritualistic/atypical idiosyncratic
property of the “Mediterranean” element
found among the Scupi grave offerings
with the immigrants from these regions.

From a socio-economic point of
view, the ceramic unguentria are not an
indicator of the social status and judg-
ing from the grave shapes, they have
been found in different social categories
of the Scupi population. Most of them
do not reveal traces of a prolonged use,
thus supporting the opinion that they rep-
resent a special kind of vessels, with an
inexpensive mass production and being

16 This situation is especially characteristic for the
areas that had been under a loose influence of the
Italo-Hellenistic cultural impulses before the Ro-
man conquest: Anderson-Stojani¢ V. R., 1987, 113.
17 Nikoli¢ S. — Rai¢kovi¢ A., 2008, 328, 332.

18 Blegen C. W. — Palmer H. — Young R. S., 1964,
82; Anderson-Stojanovi¢ 1987, 108; Green D.,
2008, 145.

19 Wyp6aHocka M. — 3gpaskoscku [1., 1996, 107,
Hwukonosa E., 2008, 260.
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ncnyweHn.?!
McnntuBakbe CTapOCHUX U MOMHUX
acnekata MAOeHTUTETa MNOKOjHUKA  je

nokasano ga cy oBe kaTeropuje, Kkao u
HUXOBa couMjaniHa yCnoBIbLEHOCT, nopea
peniMrmnosHe KOMIMOHEHTe, Yy oapeheHo]
Mjepu yTuuanum Ha obnukoBawe yHe-
papHe npakce y rpoboBMma puUMCKOr
Ckynuja. Beha 3acTtynrbeHocT Kepa-
MUYKUX YHIyeHTapujyma Ko Mnagux
nHovMBMaya W fdjeue ykasyje U Ha Wu3-
BjeCHe counjanHe Hopme TyroBakwa Yy
carnacHoCTM ca roguHaMa MnoKOjHUKA,
MOX[a MaTepujanns3oBaHO WUCNoSbaBaHe
Behe Tyre 3a MpPTBMM Kao pesynTar
jayer emoTuBeHor Haboja npucyTHOr
npyn norpebHMm pactaHuMma OBe BpCTe,
nocebHo ycmepeHa ka mnahum ocobama.

MonHa HeogpeheHocT y BehuHK
cny4ajeBa BjepOBaTHO ofpakaBa KOPWLL-
here MYpULLISbaBuX yiba Y CBaKOAHEBHOM
XMBOTY NofjefHako of cTpaHe MyLuKapala
M XKeHa, KOju y ycrnoBumMa U3MeHEeHUX
COLMO-KYNTYPOOLLKNX NPpUnnKa y Bpeme-
Hy paHor LlapcTBa noknamwajy BULLIE NaxHe
y TpETMaHy 1 ke31 Thjena.?2y Tom norneay,
WHTEpPeCaHTHO je ga ce kog ocoba ao 45
roguHa yHryeHtapujymmn jaBibajy y Behem
Opojy kog MyLlKapaua, AOK KOA CTapujux
n3Hag 45 rogmHa, oHe Cy OOMUHaHTHe
Kog eHe. Mehytum, cnydajeBu rge cy
YHIYEHTapujyMnm ca KOHYCHUM TWjeriom
M Oyrmm BpaTOM OTKPUBEHW CaMo Yy
rpoboBuMa eHa, nokasyjy aa ogpeheHe
BpCTe OBMX CygoBa MMajy MoTeHuumjan
3a  uCTpaxumBawe  audepeHumjaunje
norpebHor obpepma y norneay MNOMHOTM

21 Tako Ha npumep, oA nonynapHUX yrba Koja
Cy Ce KopucTuna Yy PUMCKOM CBUjeTY, jedHO of
HajcKynbux 6uno je HapAaoBo yree (BUAn ycHoTy
14), koje je kowTano og 40 o100 geHapa 3a pyHTY
(0,453 kr.), y 3aBUCHOCTU O H-ErOBOr KBanuteTta
(Pliny N.H., 12.26.42-44, npey3eTo u3:Mortensen
J. L., 2014, 41).

22 3a pasnuky of KepamMuUyKuX, CTaKMNeHu YH-
rBeHTapujymm ca JyronctoyHe Hekporone y Ckyn-
ujy cy AOMUWHaHTHO 3acTyrnibeHu y rpoboBuma
ajeue nxeHa (TepeHcke berbeLuke).
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purchased immediately for the funeral.®
Their assumed prestige “status” might
be more a consequence of the financial
value of the contents they had held.?

The study of the age and gender
features of the departed identity shows
that these categories, as well as their so-
cial conditioning, coupled with the religious
components, in a certain measure influ-
enced the shaping of the funerary practice
in the graves of Roman Scupi. The preva-
lence of ceramic unguentaria among the
young individuals and infants indicates a
certain social norms of mourning regard-
ing the age of the deceased, a probable
materialization of showing greater sorrow
for the dead resulting from the stronger
emotional charge present during the funer-
ary farewells of this type, especially when
younger individuals are concerned.

In most of the cases, the gender
inconsistency might be a reflection of the
fact that the aromatic oils were used in the
everyday life both by men and women, as
a result of the trend for paying greater at-
tention to the bodily treatment and care in
a times of changed socio-cultural practices
during the early Empire?2. In that respect, it
is interesting that in the individuals young-
er than 45 the unguentaria are more fre-
quent among the men, while in those older
than 45, they have a dominant presence
among the women. However, the cases
where unguentaria with a conical body
and a long neck have been found exclu-
sively in female graves reveal that certain
types of these vessels could have a po-

20 Anderson-Stojanic¢ V. R., 1987, 120.

21 One of the most expensive oils popular in the
Roman world, for an example, was the spikenard
or nard oil (see note 14), with a cost of 40 to 100
denarii per pound depending on its quality (Pliny
N.H., 12.26.42-44, taken from Mortensen J. L.,
2014, 41).

22 Unlike the ceramic unguentaria, the glass ones
found in the Southeast necropolis of Scupi are
predominantly present in the graves of infants and
women (terrain notes).
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noeHTuTeTa nokojHuka. KctoBpemeHo,
OHW MOry a ce nojaee Kao Ha3Haka nona,
OOHOCHO Kao Ano ToaneTHor npmbopa Koju
Cy KOpUCTUNE >eHe 3a YyrbernwaBahe,
4YMMe ce NocTaBIba NUTake O MOBE3aHOCTH
TMNONOLLIKE MNOCEBHOCTU YHryeHTapujyma
ca ogpeheHMM KOHKPEeTHUM cagpxajem.
CneunduyHo NOo3MLMOHUPaHe MeNyTUM,
cMMmnTomMatmyHo y  ogpeheHom  Gpojy
clnyvajeBa, cyrepuvwie u onpeaunjerbemy
nocebHOCT oaBujawa norpedbHor obpeaa.
To pokasyje M3BECHY HOPMAaTMBHOCT Mpwu
n3Bohewy KynTHe pagwe Koja y3uma
y 063vp cTapocHe W MNOfHe pasnuke
n3mehy nokojHuKa, a Ynje garbe pasnuke
BjepoBaTHO uMMajy AyOrbM OpYLUTBEHU
3Ha4vaj Koju MU y OBOM TPEHYTKY HUCMO Y
MoryhHoCTu ga carnegamo.

On cpeawnHe 1l Bujeka kepamMuydkm
YHryeHTapujymn y JyromctoyHO] HeKpo-
nonu y Ckynujy ce Bule He jaBrbajy Yy
norpebHOM KOHTEKCTY, Ha OCHOBY 4era
ce MOXe 3aKibyyuTu [Ja je HuxoBa
yrnora kKao BOTMBHOI fapa y rpobosuma
HanywTeHa. Wcto Tako, u octanu
Pas3HOBPCHM CET KepaMUYKux npegmeTta
Koju ce yobuyajeHo cpehe mehy rpoGHuUM
WHBEHTApPOM (Tawupwu, 3djene, LwWosbe),
OCUM Y 13y3eTuMma, ce BULle He jaBiba.
To ce MOXe NpoTymMaynT Kao npomMeHa
norpebHor obpega, moxaa nog ytuuajem
XpuwhaHcTBa WMy  NPOMUjEHEHO]
dyHKUMjM OBUX CydoBa Koju ce un parbe
npousBode, anu He ynotpebrbaBajy Yy
norpebHOM KOHTEKCTY.
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tential for studying the differentiation of the
funerary rites in the respect to the gender
of the departed. They can simultaneously
appear as a gender marker, i.e. as a part
of the toilet set used by women in beau-
tification, which opens the possibility to
link the typological features of these ves-
sels with a certain concrete contents. On
the other hand, their specific positioning,
which is symptomatic in some of the cas-
es, is suggestive of a certain peculiarity in
proceeding of the funerary rites. It proves
that certain norms were maintained while
performing the cult activities that took into
account the age and gender characteris-
tics of the departed, while all the further
differences probably have some deeper
social implications which elude our inter-
pretation at this moment.

From the middle of the 3rd century,
the ceramic unguentaria at the Southeast
necropolis of Scupi are no longer found in
funerary context, allowing the possibility to
conclude that their function as a votive of-
fering in the graves had been abandoned.
At the same time, the other set of miscel-
laneous ceramic artefacts usually found
among the grave inventory (plates, bowls,
cups), starts to disappear, with rare excep-
tions. It can be interpreted as a change
in the funerary rites, which might be in-
fluenced by the Christianity or the altered
function of these vessels, which still re-
mained in production, although no longer
used in a funerary context.
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